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HESSELBEIN ROLLS OUT BILLS TO BENEFIT VETERANS 

 

PTSD, tech-college tuition, college credits, fee-waiver for disabled among topics 

 

MADISON – Rep. Dianne Hesselbein today introduced a wide-ranging array of bills to benefit 

veterans and current military service members. 

 

“Most of these are small but important ways to thank veterans and their families for their sacrifices, 

and to make the lives of active service members more convenient and affordable while they are 

stationed in Wisconsin,” said Hesselbein (D-Middleton).  She is the ranking Democratic member of 

the Assembly Committee on Veterans and Military Affairs. 

 

One significant bill would require Wisconsin judges to consider military-related stress (PTSD) as a 

mitigating factor when sentencing veterans for crimes. Substance abuse and other psychiatric or 

psychological conditions also would have to be considered as mitigating factors.. 

 

 “This is an omission in the law that needs to be fixed to give veterans full and fair justice in the 

criminal courts,” Hesselbein said. 

 

The other bills in the Hesselbein package would: 

 

• Require the Board of Regents to accept all foreign language credits transferred from the Defense 

Language Institute for a student who is a veteran who completed a course of study at the Institute. 

• Require technical college district to charge resident fees to 1) a veteran living in this state, 

regardless of whether the veteran is a resident, if the veteran was discharged or released after at 

least 90 days of active service within three years before the date of enrollment in the technical 

college; and the veteran’s spouse or child. 

• Require the Board of Regents and technical college district boards to create policies to accept 

course credits earned by veterans during their military training that are substantially similar to 

course offerings at the UW or the technical college or meet standards such as those set by the 

American Council on Education.  

• Waive Department of Transportation fees for disabled veterans when they apply for an initial 

operator’s license or motorcycle license.   

• Direct the Governor to proclaim the second week of November as Veteran Education Awareness 

Week. During this week efforts would be made to inform veterans of the benefits to which they are 

entitled, and to help them make the most of their benefits. 

• Create a task force on issues facing service members returning from war. 
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