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Mayor Cory Mason Declares State of Emergency to Combat Spread of Covid-19 

Declaration issued in coordination with the state and county 
 
 

City of Racine – Racine Mayor Cory Mason has declared a state of emergency in in the City of Racine in response to the 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) outbreak.  
 
The declaration follows Governor Evers’ emergency declaration earlier today and is aimed at positioning the City of 
Racine to be able to receive state and federal resources to help mitigate the impacts of coronavirus.  
 
“Today’s declaration is to help inform the public and help prevent the spread of coronavirus in our community. This is 
about changing behavior, and creating some inconveniences but not inciting panic,” said Mayor Cory Mason. “We want 
residents to remain calm and take steps to ensure the safety of themselves and their families.” 
 
City Departments have been coordinating internally and with other community institutions to develop plans to reduce 
the spread of Covid-19 as well as make sure residents receive the best possible treatment should there be confirmed 
cases locally. 
 
In response to the outbreak the City recommends the following: 

• Avoid traveling to areas of the country or state with confirmed cases of infection or that are known to be high 
transmission areas 

• Cancel events or gatherings of more than 250 people, take extra precautions or consider canceling smaller 
events, and minimize your time public or commercial spaces with large amounts of people 

• Continue to wash and sanitize your hands frequently, as well as clean common surfaces regularly 

• Don’t shake hands, don’t touch your face, cover your cough 

• Enact social distancing as much as possible when gathered with friends or in the work place – keeping a distance 
of 6 feet between you and others 

• If you get sick, don’t go to work, and call your medical provider before going in for treatment 

• Gather a 2 week supply of food and needed prescriptions or medicine in case you need to suddenly self-
quarantine 

 
The City of Racine is also developing continuity plans for departments and instituting a series of internal measures to 
ensure the safety of our employees and residents who interact with the City. 
 
As a precaution, and in order with the State’s recommendations to cancel all events that include more than 250 people, 
the City is canceling this weekend’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade. The City is in the process of reviewing other events and 
facility uses, and may announce further cancelations. 
 
As of Thursday morning, the City of Racine Health Department reported no known cases of coronavirus.  



 
Racine County health departments, municipalities, law enforcement agencies and other organizations are working 
together to ensure a coordinated response and mitigation of coronavirus to the greatest degree possible. 
 
“We understand that many of these precautionary measures are a change to our daily routines, but they are necessary 
to mitigate the spread of coronavirus. Prevention is our best defense against an outbreak,” said Mayor Cory Mason. “I 
strongly encourage residents to create a household plan of action. Please check on your loved ones, especially the 
elderly and other vulnerable populations, as we navigate this difficult time.”   
 
Residents are encouraged to stay up to date by visiting the CDC’s coronavirus website at www.coronavirus.gov 
 
About the City of Racine 

 

With a population of 78,000, Racine, Wisconsin is the fifth largest municipality in the state of Wisconsin.  It is home to 

manufacturing businesses that enjoy world-wide reputations, SC Johnson, CNH Industrial, Twin Disc, Modine, and In-

Sink-Erator among them.  Racine is also home to diverse cultures, a thriving downtown, and world-class beaches along 

the shores of Lake Michigan. 
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