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Community Debate: Sheriff vs. Young Gifted and Black on Jail Renovations 
 
Madison, WI – March 11, 2015 
 
On Thursday, March 12, 2015 at 7 pm in Room L160 of the Conrad A. Elvehjem Building on 
UW’s Campus (800 University Ave) Prof. Sara McKinnon hosts a community debate about 
whether renovations to the Dane County Jail will ensure the safety of vulnerable people in our 
community. The debate features an affirmative team made of Dane County Sheriff David 
Mahoney and UW Madison School of Psychiatry Professor Emeritus Douglas Kramer. The 
opposing team features, Freedom Inc.’s and Young Gifted and Black Coalition’s M. Adams and 
Nino Rodriguez of the MOSES Jail Taskforce. 
 
Since a report released last summer by the Corrections firm Mead and Hunt on recommendations 
for a new Dane County Jail, residents of Dane County have debated its necessity. The original 
proposals, which ranged from $120-150 million to build a new jail or completely renovate the 
main part of the current one, have been all but stalled. Or have they? $8 million of hotly 
contested money remains in the county budget, at least in part, to be used to renovate the worst 
parts of the current jail. Sheriff Mahoney says at a minimum, parts of the jail need to be 
renovated to protect the safety of those under his care. Members of the community have insisted 
those funds be used otherwise, and that to truly support vulnerable members of our community, 
we need to get them out of the jail altogether. This debate addresses these positions and more. 
Audience members will have an opportunity to ask the debaters questions.  
 
Free childcare will be provided, and parking is available in several locations near the Elvehjem 
building. Information and updates are on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1419717778322935/.  
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