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NEWS

MADISON—In addition to a supreme court contest, a constitutional amendment is also on the April 7 ballot.   

The amendment would change the way that the chief justice, the “administrative head” of the supreme court, is 

chosen.  Information on the proposed amendment, including historical background and arguments for and against, 

are included in a new report from Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance (WISTAX), “What’s On The Ballot? The Supreme 

Court.”  Now in its 84th year, WISTAX is a nonpartisan organization devoted to public policy research and citizen 

education.  

Currently in Wisconsin, the senior most supreme court justice serves as chief justice.  The proposed amendment 

would require that the chief be chosen every two years by majority vote of all justices on the court.  Now, the chief 

serves an unlimited term.  

Supporters of the amendment argue that peer selection of the chief justice would increase collegiality on the 

court.  They also note that peer vote is the nation’s most common method of choosing a chief justice, used by 22 

of the 50 states.  Currently, Wisconsin is one of six states, along with Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Nevada, and 

Pennsylvania, whose chief justice is determined by seniority.  

Opponents of the amendment say it is politically motivated and would enable the court majority to select a 

leader other than Shirley Abrahamson, who has served as chief since 1996.  They also note that the proposed two-

year term length for the chief justice is short compared to other states.  Chief justices in only seven (14%) states 

have terms lasting two years or less.  In 28 states, chief justices have terms of six years or longer,  including 11 in 

which they serve for the duration of their service on the court.  

A free copy of The Wisconsin Taxpayer magazine, “What’s On The Ballot? The Supreme Court,” is available 

by visiting www.wistax.org; emailing wistax@wistax.org; calling 608.241.9789; or writing WISTAX at 401 North 

Lawn Ave., Madison, WI 53704-5033.  

(Editor’s Note:  An electronic version of this release is available at www.wistax.org.)

Spring Voters to Decide Consitutional Amendment
How Should Chief Justice of Wisconsin’s Supreme Court be Chosen?
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