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SECRETARY OF STATE 

WISCONSIN 

 

 

March 10, 2015 

 

 

RE: 2015-2017 Biennial Budget changes proposed for the Office of the Secretary of State 

 

 

Dear Joint Finance Member, 

 

Before you vote on the proposal that would dismantle the Office of the Secretary of State please 

consider the following: 

 

 *Thousands of businesses and individuals need the services that this Office provides 

every month.  Those customers pay a fee for the service (please see attached list of some 

of the many Office customers).  I have spoken with many of these customers and they are 

very concerned that the quality of service they receive is not compromised. 

 

 *The only justification for the crippling changes proposed in the budget is “saving 

$250,000 a year”.  The negative impact on fee-paying Wisconsin businesses and 

individuals will far outweigh this modest savings.  In fact, the term “savings” is not an 

accurate description.  This is actually a significant “reductions in service to the public”.   

Customers will still need the service, they will still be required to pay a fee for it – there 

will just be inadequate staff and fiscal resources to provide it. 

 

 *And if we ask businesses and individuals to continue to pay for a service, how can it be 

fair or even honest to them to drastically impair the services they are paying for? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Secretary of State and the State Treasurer are two of the three members of the Board 

of Commissioners of Public Lands.  To house these two officials together in once space, 

as proposed in the budget, would constitute a quorum of the Board.  Housing both these 

public officials in the same, small, confined office will unreasonably create the 

likelihood of unintended violations of the Wisconsin Open Meetings Law.   

 

 *Furthermore, relocating of the Office of the Secretary of State into a space that is 

not easily accessible to the public would be a great inconvenience  and create 

confusion to the dozens who come to the office each day and would appear to violate 

state laws requiring accessibility to the public.   

 

 *It is a physical impossibility to locate the thousands of records, documents and books, 

for which the Secretary of State is the official custodian, in the Capitol basement and still 

assure their accessibility to the public as required per the Wisconsin Constitution and 

Statutes. 

 

The Office of the Secretary is not “broken” – there is no need to “fix” it.  I urge you to leave 

this constitutional public office as is – so that we can continue to provide the same high quality 

of service to the public that we have for many years. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

Doug La Follette 

 

 


