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Wisconsin Citizens Oppose Wage Theft Bill 
Rep. Sargent brings hundreds of signatures before Labor Committee 

 

MADISON – Last night, Rep. Melissa Sargent (D-MADISON) presented a petition to the 

Assembly Committee on Labor with over 600 names of people who registered against the Wage 

Theft Bill (AB61).  

 

"As soon as I put the petition up on my website, the names started coming in by the dozen," stated 

Rep. Sargent. “These are citizens from all over Wisconsin who simply want their voices heard. 

People from red counties and blue counties understand that this divisive bill will take away the 

freedoms that unions provide.” 

 

Rep. Sargent spoke before the Labor Committee to have these registrations put in the committee 

record.  

  

“This proposal suppresses the wages of those who create profits at businesses here in our state. 

Because of Governor Walker’s extreme agenda, Wisconsin’s economy already trails much of the 

nation. This bill is one more attack on the middle class citizens who work hard and play by the 

rules. They deserve better.” 

 

The average worker in states with Right to Work laws makes 12 percent less annually than workers 

in states without similar laws when all other factors are removed. Rates of poverty and people 

lacking health insurance are also higher in states with Right to Work laws. Workers in states with 

these laws have also been found to be less safe due to a lack of bargaining of over workplace 

conditions and a lack of safety training. 

 

"Our hardworking friends, family and neighbors across Wisconsin should have the freedom to take 

a sick day, the freedom to earn a livable wage, and the freedom to work in safe conditions, and that 

freedom is what unions provide. 

 

“As a State Representative, it is my job to listen to the people who voted me in to office. I suggest 

that my colleagues on the other side of the aisle start doing the same. I will continue to strongly 

oppose this bill until the voices of the people are heard," Rep. Sargent concluded.  
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