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SELMA’S PAST BLOODY SUNDAY REMAINS PRESENT DAY THREAT 
Senator Taylor Reflects With Nation on the Continued Struggle for Voting Rights 

                                                   

MILWAUKEE- Today, Senator Lena Taylor (D-Milwaukee), joins the country in 

honoring Selma’s storied Bloody Sunday.  Echoing the praise for the six hundred civil 

rights activists, who put their lives on the line that Sunday, March 7, 1965, to achieve 

voting equality for African-Americans, Taylor said “It is in part, because of those 

sacrifices that I serve in the legislature.  The work of these activists needs to be continued 

and now protected.” 

 

In a clarion call, to bring attention to the blatant disregard for Black voting rights in 

Selma, Alabama, civil rights organizers set out to make the issue a national concern.  

“Bloody Sunday is etched in history, but there are attempts underway to erode everything 

the day stood for” offered Taylor.  Citing systematic efforts by Republicans to limit 

access to voting via reduced polling locations, hours, and early voting restrictions, Taylor 

believes that a battle continues to be waged to disenfranchise Black voters, in particular.   

 

U.S. Reps. Mark Pocan (D-WI) and Keith Ellison (D-MN), earlier this year, introduced a 

resolution to explicitly guarantee the right to vote in the Constitution.  While most 

Americans believe voting is guaranteed, there is no such expression in the U.S. 

Constitution.   Taylor is working on similar legislation protecting the right to vote in 

Wisconsin.    

 

“This is an interesting time” reflected Taylor, “whether as a result of the protests from 

Madison to St. Louis, the mantra ‘Black Lives Matter’, is a rallying cry that has expanded 

to address racial disparities across the gamut.”  According to national studies, Wisconsin 

and Milwaukee in particular, consistently top negative indicators for policies and 

practices that disproportionately impact African-Americans to include voting, education, 

health, incarceration, and employment.  “Don’t get me wrong, we have made great 

strides.  However, to fully honor the work of those who went before us, maintain and 

exceed their expectations, we must remain diligent.  The work is far from done.” said 

Taylor.    
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