
 

 

For Immediate Release       March 9, 2015 

Contact: Rep. Adam Jarchow 608-267-2365 

 

 
JARCHOW SUPPORTS ADVISORY ROLE FOR THE NATURAL RESOURCES 

BOARD 

 

Representative Adam Jarchow has released a statement regarding the Governor’s 
proposal to turn the DNR’s Natural Resources Board into an advisory board. 
 
Jarchow says, “It's time to do away with the policy making role of the unelected, 
unaccountable Natural Resources Board.  I have not come to this conclusion lightly.  I 
have thought long and hard about it and discussed it with many of my friends and 
constituents (most of whom are sportsmen). Frankly, some of them urged me to 
oppose making the Board advisory.  They raised a number of good points.  But, 
ultimately there is one unassailable fact that we cannot escape - the Board is not 
elected, and therefore not accountable to the voters.   
 
To me, this issue goes beyond streamlining government - though I believe that's a 
worthy goal - it goes to the heart of our democracy.  I am simply not comfortable with 
an unelected body setting policy that touches every corner of our state.  From 
wetlands, to hunting, from fishing to air permitting, from forestry to parks, the DNR's 
scope and power is incredible.  As elected officials, we have a fiduciary duty to the 
voters.  The unelected Board simply does not have that same responsibility.”  
 
“In addition, if the idea is to insulate the Board from politics; that is simply naive. 
There is no such thing. We all bring our biases and opinions with us. The difference is 
that voters can hold elected officials accountable at the ballot box. The same cannot be 
said of an unelected board, such as the Natural Resources Board.”   
 
“I trust the voters.  And because of that, I want people they elect to set policy, not 
unelected, unaccountable boards.  For these reasons, I urge the Finance Committee to 
approve the Governor's proposal to make the Natural Resources Board advisory only.”  
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Representative Jarchow proudly represents the 28th Assembly District which consists of parts of 

St. Croix, Polk and Burnett counties. 


