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On Thursday March 5th, 2020, the Committee on Constitution and Ethics voted 6-2 on Clearinghouse Rule C19-079 to 

oppose rule changes 1-5. Their recommendations will now be forwarded to the Joint Committee for Review of 

Administrative Rules as the clearinghouse rule moves into that committee.  

Earlier this week, on Tuesday, March 3, 2020, the Committee on Constitution and Ethics held a hearing on these 

proposed rule changes. This hearing was at the request of Wisconsin United for Freedom (WUFF), the state’s leading 

health freedom advocacy organization.   WUFF requested that the committee hold this second hearing after the 

disappointing public hearing held by the Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) on July 26th, 2019.  The hearing 

at DHS was limited to only 1 hour, during which 20 minutes was spent troubleshooting technical issues, which meant 

that many attendees were not afforded the opportunity to speak.  It was obvious that DHS had no desire to hear or 

understand the overwhelming majority of public comment that opposed several of the rule changes.  After this hearing, 

WUFF contacted DHS to request meetings or further public hearings but all requests were denied by the agency. 

The hearing on March 3rd, 2020 was nearly 8 hours long. Representatives of DHS were afforded the opportunity to 

present their case on why these rule changes should be enacted. When DHS was asked questions regarding data 

surrounding their reasoning for these rule changes they had difficulty in locating data that would support the claims 

made during the hearing or had no data at all. Also testifying were the directors and co-founders of WUFF who 

expressed their concerns over DHS’s selective use of the CDC’s outbreak guidelines, and how these proposed rule 

changes would place families in Wisconsin with school-aged children in precarious situations which would require extra 

doctor visits and out-of-pocket medical costs. WUFF leaders also described how the proposed rule change to add the 

meningococcal vaccine as a requirement for school attendance was unnecessary due to the historically low rates of this 

serious disease. This vaccine will continue to remain available to all 11-12-year olds who wish to receive it.   

The overwhelming majority of those who shared testimony that followed throughout the day were opposed to the 

proposed rule changes.  Approximately 300 Wisconsinites attended Tuesday’s hearing, many of whom chose to make 

public comments. Their public comments included descriptions of how the public hearing was conducted by DHS in July 

2019 which included forcibly removing microphones from individuals’ hands mid-sentence during testimonies and the 

less than civil manner by which the hearing was facilitated. 

By in large, committee members listened attentively to the nearly 8 hours of public testimony Tuesday and posed 

thoughtful questions to those expressing their opinions on the proposed rule changes. 

After nearly 50 minutes of discussion at Thursday’s Executive Session of the Assembly Committee on Constitution and 
Ethics, the majority of the committee voted to recommend that rules 1-5 be opposed by the Joint Committee for 
Review of Administrative Rules. Committee members voiced reasons for their objections which included DHS’s 
acknowledgement of their inconsistencies with CDC’s outbreak guidelines surrounding current rules, the unwillingness 
of DHS to take parents’ concerns into consideration throughout the entire rule change process up to this point,  the 
additional financial burdens that would be placed on parents,  the potential risks to the community at large by the 
requirement of extra doctor’s visits, and more.   
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