
 

117 West Spring St. • Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 • Phone: 715-723-5561 or 800-272-5531 • Fax: 715-723-7011 

Email: info@wisconsinfarmersunion.com • Website: www.wisconsinfarmersunion.com  

Madison Office: 108 S. Webster St., Suite 201 • Madison, WI 53703 • Phone: 608-514-4541 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

March 8, 2018 

Contact: Danielle Endvick, 715-471-0398 or dendvick@wisconsinfarmersunion.com  

 

Wisconsin women recognized at National Farmers Union Convention 

Edelburg elected vice president of the family farm organization 
 

 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. – On March 3-6, the National Farmers Union hosted its 116th Anniversary Convention, which 

drew 500 farmers to Kansas City. It is fitting that the event fell in the same week as International Women’s Day, as 

the annual gathering of farmers from across the nation offered ample opportunity to celebrate strong women in 

agriculture – including three with ties to Wisconsin.  

 

Edelburg steps up to leadership 

On March 5, the grassroots Farmers Union membership elected Wisconsin dairy farmer Patty Edelburg as NFU 

vice president.  

"Patty is a passionate advocate for family agriculture, and she brings with her a wealth of on-farm, cooperative, 

government, and policy experience,” said National Farmers Union President Roger Johnson. “She's going to be an 

excellent representative of our national organization, and I look forward to working with her to advance the interests 

of family farmers and rural communities." 

Edelburg milks 120 cows with her husband, Gary, and their children on their 350-acre Amherst farm, Front-Page 

Holsteins. She is a past state executive director for the Farm Service Agency, having served in that role from April 

2016 through January 2017. She also has been active on the FSA State Committee for many years.  

Edelburg is active with the Wood-Portage-Waupaca Farmers Union and has attended numerous NFU 

Conventions and fly-ins to Washington, D.C. in her two decades of membership. She served on the WFU Board of 

Directors for 12 years. 

“Over the last 20 years, I have taken on leadership roles on the county, state and national levels of Farmers Union 

with great pride and energy,” Edelburg said in her election speech. “These positions confirmed my natural desire to 

continue the hard work of fighting for family farmers across the country.” 

Edelburg says she knows firsthand the challenges farmers face and has also endured the struggles of being a 

beginning farmer. She looks forward to engaging with young farmers and offering a fresh perspective. 

Members also re-elected Roger Johnson to another one-year term as president of the organization.   

“We’re very eager to have Patty’s input at the national level, helping to guide the organization through what we 

expect will be another very difficult year for family farmers,” said WFU President Darin Von Ruden. “I think we’re 

experiencing exciting momentum that is not only moving Farmers Union ahead at the state level but also at the 

national level, and our members are feeling like we’re on the cusp of creating some important changes in the policy 

realm and across the countryside.”  
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Carlson and Nelson receive Meritorious awards 

Two women with Wisconsin roots were recognized with Meritorious Service Awards at the NFU Convention. 

Janet Nelson of Prairie Farm was recognized for her service to Farmers Union and American Agriculture, while Sue 

Carlson, former WFU president, was honored for her service to World Agriculture.  

As she stepped forward to accept her award, Nelson earned a boisterous round of applause when she turned to 

NFU President Roger Johnson and confessed with a wink, “I have to tell ya, Roger, I have an addiction, and it’s not 

drugs or alcohol – it’s Farmers Union.”  

Nelson has been a pillar within Farmers Union for many years, having served on the WFU Board of Directors for 

36 years before stepping down in 2017. The Barron County native has been married to Julian Nelson for nearly 60 

years. They own a 360-acre dairy farm where Julian continues to milk cows with help from the Nelsons’ 

granddaughters. Nelson is well-known for crafting and donating her quilts at Farmers Union fundraisers, which have 

helped raise thousands of dollars for education programs through the years. 

Nelson strongly believes in American family farm agriculture and recalls being asked to attend her first NFU Fly-

In in the 1970s. She has played a significant role in Farmers Union and American agriculture ever since. As she 

parted the stage, Nelson encouraged her fellow members, saying, “Stay active, and keep fighting. I know I will.” 

Carlson’s Meritorious Award paid tribute to her dedication to amplifying the voice of women farmers in her work 

with the World Farmers’ Organisation. She played a key role in developing the WFO Women’s Committee and 

worked tirelessly to expand participation by women farmers. Her work raised the visibility of WFO, helped build 

understanding of its mission and established enduring partnerships around the essential role of women in agriculture.  

As he presented Carlson with the award, WFU President Darin Von Ruden credited Carlson with also 

contributing a great deal to the Dairy State in her time as Wisconsin Farmers Union president. “Sue saw our 

organization through some very difficult times and has set us on a path forward to success,” he said.  

“Sue has done so much to grow this organization in her state, around this country and most recently, across the 

world,” said NFU President Roger Johnson. “I know that women all around the world continue to benefit greatly 

from the work she has done.”  

“Sue has been a true mentor to so many women across the globe, including myself,” Edelburg added. 

Matt Birgen of South Dakota Farmers Union was also recognized with the Meritorious Service award.   

“This was an incredible convention for Wisconsin Farmers Union,” Von Ruden noted. “The farmers back home 

should be very proud of the good reputation and respect Wisconsin has earned within Farmers Union, thanks in no 

small part to these strong farm women.” 

Thirty WFU members and staff were in Kansas City for the convention. Patty Edelburg, Amherst; Chris Holman, 

Custer; Mark Liebaert, South Range; Lisa Soyring, Maple; and Darin Von Ruden, Westby served as delegates, 

joining other Farmers Union members from 33 states to approve the grassroots policy and nine special orders of 

business touching on cooperatives, crop insurance enhancement, dairy, E30, farm bills, immigration, climate change, 

livestock production and trade policy. The full text of the adopted policy manual will be available soon at 

www.nfu.org.  
 

Wisconsin Farmers Union is a member-driven organization committed to enhancing the quality of life for family 

farmers, rural communities, and all people through educational opportunities, cooperative endeavors, and civic 

engagement. Learn more at www.wisconsinfarmersunion.com. 
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