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Overwhelming Bipartisan Support for Public Funding for Conservation 

New Nature Conservancy poll shows that public investment in conserving Wisconsin’s lands and 

waters is widely supported even in tough financial times 

 

MADISON, Wis.  – The Nature Conservancy released a recent bipartisan statewide poll today 

showing that, across the political spectrum, Wisconsin voters overwhelmingly agree on the need 

to continue dedicated state funding for land, water and wildlife conservation. 

The findings come at a time when there is a proposal in the 2015-2017 state budget to end public 

funding for land and water conservation through the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program.   

“Nearly nine-in-ten Wisconsin voters believe that, even when the budget is tight, the state should 

continue to invest in protecting Wisconsin’s land, water and wildlife,” said  Lori Weigel from 

Public Opinion Strategies. ”Most voters also said that one of the best things state government 

does is protect Wisconsin’s natural areas, outdoor recreation and history in state parks and other 

public lands,“ she added. 

When specifically asked about the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program—Wisconsin’s land 

and water conservation program —two-thirds of voters say they would have a more favorable 

impression of a Legislator who voted in favor of continuing to protect natural areas, wildlife 

habitat and parks in Wisconsin through the Stewardship Program. 

 

According to the poll, voters also overwhelming believe that protecting Wisconsin’s natural 

resources is important to a healthy economy, with nine-in-ten saying that protecting water quality 

and land in Wisconsin is critical to keeping the state’s economy strong. 

Specifically, key findings of the poll include the following: 

Four-in-five voters would tell their Legislator to continue conservation investments 

through the Stewardship Program.  

o Republicans (76 percent say investments should continue), Independents (88 percent), 

and Democrats (97 percent);  

o Urban residents (89 percent), suburbanites (80 percent), town residents (82 percent) and 

rural residents (79 percent); 

o Hunters and anglers (81 percent) and non-sportsmen (85 percent); and 



 

o More than eight-in-ten voters in every region of the state agree that conservation 

investments should continue. 

Almost nine-in-ten Wisconsin voters believe that protecting public lands is one of the things 

government does best. Overwhelming majorities of Republicans (81 percent), Independents (83 

percent) and Democrats (90 percent) all agree that one of the best things state government does is 

protect Wisconsin’s natural areas, outdoor recreation and history in state parks and other public 

lands.   

 

Voters overwhelmingly agree there are significant benefits to Wisconsin’s economy and 

quality of life from continued investments in land and water conservation.  

o More than nine-in-ten voters (91 percent) say that investing in conservation helps support 

jobs in Wisconsin’s tourism, farming, fishing, and forestry industries and helps support 

our economy. 

o Almost every voter (98 percent) says that keeping our lands and waters healthy benefits 

both our economy and quality of life here in Wisconsin.  

 

“From its inception in 1990, strong bipartisan support for the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 

Program has been a hallmark of its success,” said Mary Jean Huston, who directs The Nature 

Conservancy’s work in Wisconsin. “This poll shows that 25 years later, people across the 

political spectrum have not wavered in their support for conservation of the forests, lakes and 

rivers that make Wisconsin a great place to live and work.” 

 

The survey of Wisconsin voters was conducted by the nationally-recognized polling firm of 

Public Opinion Strategies from February 19-21, 2015, at the request of The Nature Conservancy.  

The firm completed 600 telephone interviews with registered voters in Wisconsin. Interviews 

were conducted on landlines and cell phones. The margin of sampling error for the full sample is 

+/-4.0 percent at the 95% confidence interval for the total sample. 

 

The Nature Conservancy is a leading conservation organization working around the world to protect the land and 

water on which all life depends. To date, the Conservancy and its more than one million members have helped 

protect 130 million acres worldwide. In Wisconsin, the Conservancy has protected more than 231,500 acres of land 

and water since 1960. Visit The Nature Conservancy on the Web at nature.org/wisconsin. 

 


