
 
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

 

Contact: Christine Lidbury, Women’s Council, 608-266-2219 or 608-334-0109  

 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH FEATURE 

NEW FACTSHEET ON THE ROOTS OF WOMEN AND ELECTED OFFICE IN WISCONSIN 

 

Wisconsin’s 1921 Equal Rights Bill opened the door for to women run for public office.  

In response, women roared into public office in the 1920s, serving as role models for generations women  

that followed, and blazing a trail for today’s record number of female office seekers.  

  

 

(Madison, WI)  Women are running for elected office in record numbers. From Congress to State 

Legislatures, there are reports of a surge in women looking for training to run for office, running or likely 

to run for office, including (according to media reports) double the 2016 statistics for women seeking 

Congressional, Governor and Statehouse seats.  

 

     In honor of Women’s History Month, the Women’s Council is releasing a new factsheet on the roots 

of women holding state and local elected office in Wisconsin. In 1921, the Wisconsin legislature passed 

the nation’s first equal rights law. The bill granted women “full equality with men under civil law,” 

including the right to hold public office.  

 

“The vast share of women in elected office are found in local government. It was fascinating to learn 

the names of these pioneering women who were the first to serve in cities and villages across our 

state,” said Gail Sumi, Member Engagement and Communications Director, League of Wisconsin 

Municipalities. “The League is proud to partner with the Wisconsin Women’s Council to honor the 

women who have laid the groundwork for the women leaders currently serving their communities.” 

      

     The factsheet, “Wisconsin Women Roared into Political Office in the 1920s,” highlights several 

political “firsts” for women in local government, including Wisconsin’s first “lady Mayor” – 

Lulu Shaw – elected in Crandon in 1923. According to information from the Crandon Public 

Library, Shaw’s mayoral election was such a momentous occasion for women it was mentioned 

as far away as the New York Evening Telegram and the Louisville Courier-Journal.  She was 

quoted as remarking, “[t]he women have only begun. They make good campaigners – fully as 

good as men.” 
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   The new law sent women off and running, and winning.  At the time, UW Extension’s 

Municipal Information Bureau reported that, as of January 1, 1924, nearly 200 women were 

serving in local elected and appointed office. This did not include more than 200 serving on 

school and library boards, which had been open to women for several decades. A year later, 

Mildred Baker, Helen Brooks, and Helen Thompson were elected to the Wisconsin State 

Assembly, becoming the first women to hold state office. Today, more than 3,100 women hold 

state and local elected office, including 32 women in Wisconsin State Legislature and as 

Lieutenant Governor.  

 

“Women’s History Month is the perfect time to reflect that women couldn’t always hold 

public office,” said Christine Lidbury, Executive Director. “In Wisconsin, the groundwork 

for today’s surge on the path to political leadership began less than 100 years ago, on the 

heels of suffrage and nearly 75 years after statehood. This key event in women’s history 

marked a profound change in women’s political voice that continues to reverberate today.” 

 

   For a printable copy of “Wisconsin Women Roar into Public Office in the 1920s” and more on 

women in state and local elected office in Wisconsin, go to www.womenscouncil.wi.gov.  

 

   The factsheet is reprinted in The Municipality, the monthly magazine of The League  

of Wisconsin Municipalities, see: www.lwm-info.org/828/The-Municipality-Magazine.   

 

About the Women’s Council 

The Wisconsin Women's Council, established in 1983, is Wisconsin's statutory commission on 

the status of women and girls. The Council promotes initiatives that empower women, serves as 

a clearinghouse for information on programs and resources, provides research and advocacy, and 

promotes unique partnerships to address barriers and inequalities affecting Wisconsin women. 

The Council operates under the guidance of a 15-Member Board appointed by the Governor and 

Legislative leaders. For more information about the Wisconsin Women's Council, visit our web 

site at http://womenscouncil.wi.gov.   
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