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Zamarripa Stands up for Workers, Votes Against Wage Theft Bill  

 

Madison – State Representative JoCasta Zamarripa (D-Milwaukee) issued the following 

statement after voting against final passage on Senate Bill 44 (SB 44) Friday morning:  

 

“Right-to-Work is wrong for Wisconsin.  After listening to hours of public testimony on this 

issue over the last two weeks, it is clear to me that implementing this legislation will 

unnecessarily hamper peaceful labor relations in our state.  Additionally, it will likely drive down 

wages and reduce workplace safety for Wisconsin workers in the years to come.  For these 

reasons, I voted against final passage of the wage theft bill that was before the Assembly today.   

 

“While it is so clear to me that Right-to-Work is wrong for Wisconsin and not the will of the 

people, it has also become so clear to me that it doesn’t matter to the majority party.  The call for 

this is coming from the top to further a national agenda for our governor, and the majority party 

is willing to move in lock-step with him and his out-of-state interests.  Public opinion has been 

trampled by personal ambition and that is wrong.  Wisconsin taxpayers, citizens, and workers are 

getting a bad deal.   

 

“In addition to the detrimental effect the implementation of Right-to-Work will likely have, the 

decision to take up and pass this unnecessary legislation has distracted all of us from one of our 

most important jobs.  That job is to analyze the governor’s budget proposal and work on behalf 

of our constituents to improve the budget and ensure their tax dollars are put to use in their best 

interest.    

 

“I am disappointed with my Republican colleagues who worked against the will of the people by 

passing this bill, but it is time return to the work we should have been focused on this entire time 

and improve our state budget proposal for everyday Wisconsinites.  Governor Walker’s severe 

mismanagement of our state’s finances requires serious and immediate attention from all 

members of the legislature.” 
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