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Rep. Wachs Statement on Passage of “Right to Work” 
 

MADISON- Rep. Dana Wachs (D-Eau Claire) issued the following statement after Senate Bill 44, the so-called 

“Right to Work” bill, was passed by the Wisconsin State Assembly by a vote of 62-35.  

 

“Needless to say I’m extremely disappointed with the passage of the so-called ‘Right to Work’ bill. Over 420 

businesses, countless concerned citizens, and thousands of hard-working men and women expressed their strong 

opposition to this bill. Unfortunately, their message fell on deaf ears and this bill is one step closer to becoming 

law. I had hoped that a productive debate along with the vocal yet respectful demonstration of opposition by 

those who will be most affected by this bill would have been enough to stop it.  

 

“This bill does nothing to stimulate the economy or create jobs in Wisconsin. In fact, it will hurt working 

families, make wages lower, and decimate workplace safety and security. We should be investing in a robust 

middle class to create a secure economic future. Those who are pushing ‘Right to Work’ seem much more 

concerned with their own political ambition and power.  

 

“Governor Walker has already said that he will sign this bill, even though he previously said that ‘Right to 

Work’ would be a distraction. I’m sure that once he signs this bill into law he will continue his run for President 

and use ‘Right to Work’ as a key talking point with extreme right-wing primary voters in other states. 

Wisconsin workers and families deserve much better than to be used as pawns in his ambitions for higher 

political office. 

 

“This bill has passed and will soon likely be signed into law, but I will not stop fighting for Wisconsin’s 

working men and women. The next step in the seemingly non-stop fight against the middle class is the state 

budget. We must refocus our efforts on the crippling cuts included in this disastrous budget, and we must work 

for a budget that truly serves the people of Wisconsin that we are elected to represent.” 
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