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Backwards Process, Backwards Policy:  

Republican’s Ram Through Anti-Worker Measure 
 

MADISON – Representative Gordon Hintz (D- Oshkosh) released the following statement regarding the 
extraordinary session used to pass the divisive “Right to Work” legislation in a little more than a week 
in Wisconsin.   
 

“The quick passage of this divisive bill by Republicans should surprise no one.  At a time of relative 
national economic prosperity, Governor Walker and the Republican Legislature have made a mess of 
state finances, and now their budget proposes considerable new borrowing and massive cuts to the 
very programs that create economic opportunity.  This is an extraordinarily obvious attempt to 
distract from Governor Walker’s disastrous state budget. 
 

“Earlier in the week the Joint Finance Committee heard testimony from state agencies about 
borrowing $108 million to pay for last year’s tax cuts; consequences of the $300 million cut to the 
UW System; continued diversion of funding from public schools to pay for private voucher schools; 
borrowing $1.3 billion to pay for transportation; and all but the elimination of SeniorCare, 
FamilyCare, and the self-directed long-term care IRIS, with few details on their replacement. 
 

“Instead of passing this bill, which hurts the middle class by undermining unions, suppressing wages, 
driving down economic security and safety, we should focus on a bill that puts people back to work.  
We should be looking at a bill that addresses the real problems in our state and one that deserves 
the name ‘right to work’.   
 

“The passage of this bill continues the sad trend of divisive politics and race-to-the-bottom policy in 
Governor Walker’s Wisconsin.  When the immediate smoke clears, Wisconsin families will still be 
asking for us to listen to what they really care about: restoring proposed cuts to our education 
system, not limiting affordable healthcare access, and investing in economic opportunity for all 
Wisconsinites.” 
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