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MEDIA ALERT 

 
March 6, 2015, For Immediate Release 
 
CARS - Citizens Acting for Rail Safety expresses outrage: Galena IL train explosion makes four rail 
explosions in four weeks 
 
Twenty-one tank cars from a train hauling Bakken oil derailed, several exploded, and five burned outside 
Galena, Illinois on March 5. Twenty oil tank cars exploded in West Virginia on February 16. Nineteen of 21 
derailed tankers were breached in a fiery explosion in Ontario Canada on February 14. Three of 15 derailed 
ethanol tank cars exploded in Iowa on February 4. Alarmingly, the tank cars in Illinois, Ontario and West 
Virginia were all the new, “safer” version of the DOT-111 rail cars called CPC-1232s. 
 
We wish to express compassion and concern for the people of these communities.   
 
Where are our legislators and agencies that are charged to protect citizens and the environment?  Why are 
what citizens call “bomb trains” allowed to travel through cities and the countryside endangering millions, 
when any other mode of transportation would be grounded until safe?   
 
This must stop now. 
 
CARS calls for Elected Leaders and State and Federal agencies to order/enact: 
 

• An immediate halt of shipping Bakken oil until volatile gasses are removed to a meaningful extent; 
• An immediate halt to the use of all versions of DOT-111 rail cars for the shipment of Bakken oil and 

ethanol, and a mandate for the use of the proposed DOT-117 rail cars in their place; 
• A federal investigation into the safety of shipping Bakken oil by rail and changes to federal laws and 

regulations to ensure the safe transport of Bakken oil; 
• A federal investigation into the structural integrity and safety of our national rail infrastructure; and  
• A temporary hold on all rail expansion projects in the US Army Corps of Engineer’s vulnerable St. 

Paul region (Minnesota, Wisconsin, and northeast Iowa) until the Corps prepares a regional 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) regarding rail construction and safety. 

 
Rationale for an EIS: Cities, towns, and environmentally sensitive areas in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, and 
Illinois have quickly become a major industrial rail transportation corridor and an under-regulated “pipeline 
on wheels.”  Rail expansion projects in the region will further increase traffic and the threat to the health and 
safety of citizens and the environment throughout. An EIS could help legislators, agencies, and others 
identify impacts and reasonable solutions such as safer tankers, speed controls, improved infrastructure, 
increased inspections, and appropriate routing. 
 
Sources:   
BNSF Update on Incident in Galena, Ill. 
http://www.bnsf.com/media/statements/ 
Derailed CSX train in West Virginia hauled newer-model tank cars 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/02/17/us-usa-train-derailment-csx-idUSKBN0LK1ST20150217 
Canada: Oil train accident shows new safety rules inadequate 
http://news.yahoo.com/canada-oil-train-accident-shows-safety-rules-inadequate-224523443.html 
Iowa DNR 
http://www.kcrg.com/subject/news/iowa-dnr-no-problems-with-canada-pacific-after-train-derailment-
20150213 
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CARS contacts: 
Alan Stankevitz, 507-894-4140, 224-422-0033, astankevitz@saferails.org 
Guy Wolf, 608-788-7293, wolfclan3@centurytel.net 
Irv Balto, 608-483-2569, bibalto@mwt.net 
George Nygaard, 608-790-7578, geonygaard@gmail.com 
Maureen Freedland, 608-796-1076, 608-769-8220, maureenfreedland@gmail.com 
 
Citizens Acting for Rail Safety: CARS is a group of Wisconsin and Minnesota residents working with the pubic and 
legislators toward rail transportation that respects the health, safety, and quality-of-life of citizens and the environment.  
 

* For information on Rail Safety: http://dot111.info  * Facebook: CARS, Citizens for Rail Safety 
* CARS website: http://saferails.org  * Email: citizensforrailsafety@gmail.com 


