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Rep. Sargent Introduces Bill to create State-Based Exchange 
 

MADISON – Today, Rep. Melissa Sargent (D-Madison) along with Senator Kathleen Vinehout 

(D-Alma) introduced legislation to create a state-based health care exchange, the Badger Health 

Benefit Authority.  

 

U.S. Supreme Court oral arguments on the case of King vs. Burwell are occurring today which 

could take away tax subsidies from over 13 million people in states that did not set up their own 

health insurance marketplace under the provisions of the Affordable Care Act. Over 100,000 

Wisconsinites who were pushed to the federal exchange by Governor Walker could lose their 

health insurance.  

 

“For years our health care system was unfair. The Affordable Care Act has provided my friends, 

family, and neighbors across Wisconsin and the United States with the security of health care 

coverage. This is a fundamental right.” stated Rep. Sargent. “Today, we are providing a solution to 

this crisis before it hits Wisconsin. Under this bill, we would create a state-based exchange – 

uniquely built for Wisconsin.  

 

“Simply put, it would be devastating to the 183,000 people - our neighbors - who would lose 

coverage should we lose the federal subsidies. We must protect them with the security that quality, 

accessible health care provides.  

 

“I know that we can create and operate an exchange far more efficiently and effectively than the 

federal government. This should not be a partisan issue as we all have an interest in keeping our 

citizens healthy. I look forward to working with Senator Vinehout on this bill and I appreciate her 

leadership on this vital issue for our state.” 

  

LRB – 0764/1 creates an independent authority - the Badger Health Benefit Authority. The 

authority is modeled after the very successful Health Insurance Risk-Sharing Plan Authority. 
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