
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Commissioned Composer Concert at UW-River Falls March 19 

  

March 4, 2019 - The University of Wisconsin-River Falls will welcome featured composer 
Nirmala Rajasekar on Thursday, March 19, at 7:30 p.m. for the 54th Commissioned Composer 
Concert. The concert is free and open to the public in Abbott Concert Hall of Kleinpell Fine Arts. 
  
As this year’s commissioned composer, Rajasekar will be on campus March 17-19 for a three-
day residency. She will discuss her new composition on March 19 at 3 p.m. in 129 Kleinpell Fine 
Arts.  
 
Rajasekar is one of the most recognized performers in the world of South Indian Classical 
(Carnatic) music. She began training in this art form at age 6 and debuted as a solo performer at 
age 13 in Bangalore, India. She has performed in venues throughout the world and is a recipient 
of many awards including a Bush Artistic Fellowship, a McKnight Fellowship, a Rotary Vocational 
Excellence Award and Best Senior Veena Artista. 
 
She serves as an educator on many national, state and abroad teaching rosters. Rajasekar 
teaches at the Nadha Rasa Center for Music as its artistic director. 
 
Each year, UW-River Falls commissions a composer to write a piece of music for the student 
body. The composer also makes a campus visit to interact with the students and take part in 
the premiere performance of that work.  
  
UWRF Professor Emeritus Conrad De Jong began the Commissioned Composer Project in 1967. 
It is the longest-standing program of its kind in the United States and places a national spotlight 
on the UW-River Falls Music Department. 

 
For more information, email patti.cudd@uwrf.edu or call the Music Department at 715-425-
3183. 
 
### 
 
Read more about Rajasekar at https://sites.google.com/site/nirmalarajasekar01/ 
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