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Schools Struggling to Absorb More Cuts 
By State Senator Julie Lassa 

 

One of Governor Walker’s initiatives that I have been a supporter of is his interest in workforce development.   

Through programs like Wisconsin Fast Forward, the Governor has recognized the fact that our state’s future 

prosperity depends on maintaining a ready supply of workers who have the skills that business and industry 

need.   If our state is going to be ready for the future, we need to prepare our young people today. 

That’s why it is so disappointing to see that the Governor’s budget proposal contains even more cuts to 

our most important workforce development resource: our public schools.   Under his plan, schools statewide 

will lose $127 million in per-pupil state aid next year.  

I have been hearing from school administrators across my district who are wondering how to keep such 

deep cuts from harming our children’s education.  The small rural district of Pittsville in Wood County will lose 

$90,750 in categorical aid next year.  The Tri-County Area Schools will be cut $100,950; Wautoma Area 

Schools will lose, $214,050, and the Adams-Friendship Area Schools will see a $250,800 cut.  Sparta schools 

will be out $412,050, and Tomah schools $460,050.  Wisconsin Rapids will have to absorb a cut of $771,000, 

and Stevens Point schools will lose $1,130,325.  The revenue limits on school property tax levies will remain 

flat, so schools will have no choice but to cut their budgets accordingly.  On top of that, the budget eliminates a 

state building insurance program that many school districts rely on for affordable coverage, forcing them to buy 

more expensive policies or go without.  And the Governor has proposed removing the 1,000-student cap on 

private school vouchers, which are paid for from public school dollars. 

This all comes as school districts continue to reel from the historic $1.6 billion cut in Governor Walker’s 

first budget, cuts that have never been restored.  Some districts in our area were looking at budget deficits to 

begin with, and the Governor’s budget will make them even worse.  The school leaders I’ve spoken with say 

there is no longer any fat to cut; the only choices left are to hurt the education of students or ask voters through 

a referendum to pay more in property taxes.  
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As a group of area educators wrote to Governor Walker, “Our school districts have been reducing and 

eliminating programs and resources for the past ten years.  We are burdened by the cumulative effects of budget 

cuts as demonstrated by our aging school facilities with deferred maintenance and improvements, while also 

understanding the importance of keeping pace with technology demands and providing necessary support 

services for students. Our districts are struggling to maintain our current educational and co-curricular 

programs, while recognizing that we need to expand educational opportunities and choices for students and 

families.” 

In other words, something has to give.  We can’t continue to balance the state’s budget on the backs of 

public school children and expect that they will get the education they need and deserve. 

The $2.2 billion budget deficit that Wisconsin is dealing with now did not result from the Great 

Recession.  It was created by the choices the Governor and the majority party in the Legislature made in past 

budgets.  Unfortunately, our kids can’t hit the pause button on their education until state leaders decide to make 

the needed investments in public schools.  If we continue to send our children to crumbling, antiquated schools 

and cut the teaching resources they need, they don’t get a second chance – and neither will our state’s future 

prosperity.  
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