
International Union of Operating Engineers 
* * *  Local 139 * * *  

P r o v i d i n g  A  S k i l l e d  W o r k f o r c e  F o r  Wisconsin's Future 
N27 W23233 Roundy Drive • P.O. Box 130 • Pewaukee, WI 53072 

Phone: (262) 896-0139 • Fax (262) 896-0758 
www.iuoe139.org 

Terrance E. McGowan                                                                    
President/Business Manager 
I.U.O.E. General Vice President 

 
March 3, 2015 

Operating Engineers Union Leader 

Blasts President Obama for  

Vetoing Keystone Pipeline bill  
 

For more information, contact 

Local 139 President/Business Manager 

Terrance E. McGowan: 262-896-0139 

 
PEWAUKEE – President Barack Obama's veto of legislation that would have advanced the Keystone XL Pipeline is 

a slap in the face to members of Operating Engineers Local 139 who waited patiently throughout the Great 

Recession for just such a mega-jobs’ project, the union's President/Business Manager Terry McGowan said today. 

 

"Wisconsin is home to some of the largest pipeline contractors in the country, businesses that employ hundreds of 

Local 139 members," McGowan said. "It is shameful that a sitting president who claims to represent working people 

is turning his back on these skilled union tradesmen. He is blocking their path to family-supporting jobs that they've 

been waiting on for years." Many of these highly skilled men and women were counting on the employment 

opportunities that would have flowed from Keystone to help them recover from years of double-digit unemployment 

in the construction industry, McGowan said. "Our president has demonstrated that he doesn't care about the working 

people of Wisconsin and their families. Talk of creating jobs is just talk when you don't have the guts to stand up for 

something that would be a huge boost to the Local 139 membership and Wisconsin’s economy." 

 

The number of Wisconsin construction workers drawing paychecks from this project would easily exceed 1,000 and 

include Operating Engineers as well as skilled tradesmen from other crafts, McGowan said. He noted that the State 

of Wisconsin would be collecting income tax on the workers' earnings if not for the Obama veto. "How surreal that, 

on one hand, the Obama administration effectively denies the State of Wisconsin from collecting income taxes on 

the wages of Operating Engineers by not allowing them to put their skills to work. Yet, on the other hand, the 

administration levies a tax in excess of $2 million on the union’s self-funded health plan to help pay for Obamacare," 

McGowan said. “And we didn’t even sign on to Obamacare.” 

 

Established in 1902, Operating Engineers Local 139 is a statewide trade union that primarily represents 

skilled operators of heavy construction equipment and mechanics who service the machines. The union 

has approximately 9,100 active and retired members and is headquartered in Pewaukee. Local 139 also 

maintains district offices in Madison, Appleton and Altoona, as well as a state-certified training school for 

Operating Engineers in Coloma.   
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