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Title: The Wisconsin 6 Start 22-Day Fast for Climate Justice  

KENOSHA, WI — On Thursday, March 4th, the Wisconsin 6 will have their last meal and start their historic 
22-day fast for climate justice in the Wisconsin state budget.  The Wisconsin 6 will have their last bites at 
11:30am outside at Grace Lutheran Church (2006 60th St., Kenosha WI 53140).  Immediately following will 
be a blessing of the fast by local religious leaders, followed by a press conference/rally and march.  
Building Unity will bring two car caravans from across the state to support the Wisconsin 6, and the Vote 
Mobile will be leading the march.  The Wisconsin 6 are Andy Berg, Justin Blake, Joe Cardinali, Tory Lowe, 
Jill Ferguson, and Rev. Jonathan Barker.

The Wisconsin 6 are demanding that the state legislature pass Governor Evers’s climate justice initiatives in
the 2021-2023 state budget.  The proposed state budget includes funding for renewable energy and jobs, 
energy efficiency and resiliency, renewable energy and equity, electrified transportation, clean water, and 
programs for farmers and land conservation.

“My heart is full of hope,” Rev. Barker said, “It’s been amazing to see our diverse and courageous group 
come together over the last month.  I know that bold people working together can win a livable future, 
family-sustaining green jobs, clean water to drink, and clean air to breathe for our neighbors.”

Daily Dose will provide the last meal for the Wisconsin 6.  Other partnering organizations are Black 
Underground Recycling, Building Unity groups, First Unitarian Society - Madison Justice Ministry, 
Leaders of Kenosha (LOK), Lutheran Office Public Policy Wisconsin (LOPPW), and The Wisconsin 
Network for Peace and Justice. 

The Wisconsin 6 will be fasting for climate justice for 22 days, beginning Friday, March 5th through Friday,
March 26th.  During that time, they will hold events in Kenosha and across the state.  They will also host a 
rally at the State Capitol on Saturday, March 6th at 10am.  They have a medical professional advising them 
on their fast.

Justin Blake is a community leader in Southeastern Wisconsin who is working to lift up African American 
communities from Chicago to Milwaukee.  He is the founder of Black Underground Recycling, a program 
that recycles to fund food programs and create jobs.  Justin has a deep understanding of environmental 
racism and how climate justice can uplift the African American community and all our communities.  His 
Muslim faith sustains him in this work.

Joe Cardinali is a former Kenosha County Board Supervisor and current Chair of the UW Parkside College 
Dems.  Joe also is the Wisconsin Dems Community Organizer of Kenosha County.
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County Supervisor Andy Berg is the Executive Director of Garden of Eatin-Kenosha, Retired Army 
Veteran, and President of Kenosha County Veterans Council. 

Tory Lowe is an activist in Milwaukee, largely known as a voice for equality and a resource for families in 
the aftermath of violence.  He has built a name as an advocate for the people, whether the problem is police
misconduct, dirty drinking water, missing persons, human trafficking, or violence in the streets.  He’s also 
one of the main people involved in 101.7 The Truth a new news/talk radio station focused on Milwaukee’s 
Black community.

Jill Ferguson is a grandmother of eight and soon-to-be great-grandmother.  She is a life-long peace activist 
and on the steering committee of Peace Action Wisconsin.

Rev. Jonathan Barker serves as the pastor of Grace Lutheran Church and is co-founder of Grace Welcome 
Center.  Rev. Barker hosted President Joe Biden last summer at Grace Lutheran Church.  Rev. Barker also 
completed a 12-day fast in 2019, and wrote a book about that experience titled, Jesus Would Demand a 
Green New Deal: The Story of Why One Christian Pastor Went On a 12 Day Fast For a Green New Deal. 
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