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Red Cedar Watershed Conference to explore ties between farming, water quality 
 

MENOMONIE – The environmental health of the Red Cedar Watershed directly impacts economic 

development, farming profitability, water quality, recreation, tourism and property values in the region. Plan to 

attend the Red Cedar Watershed Conference Thursday, March 12 to learn how you can protect this valuable 

resource and the communities it sustains. 

The conference, set for 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Memorial Student Center at UW-Stout in Menomonie, will 

feature keynote speakers from North Carolina, Minnesota and Wisconsin who will address the conference 

theme of “Land, Water and People Coming Together.”  

Speakers of interest to farmers will include the “Soil Guy” Ray Archuleta, who is nationally recognized for his 

expertise in helping farmers build soil health. Archuleta, who is a conservation agronomist and soil health 

specialist for the National Resources Conversation Service East at the National Technology Center in 

Greensboro, N.C., will offer an inspiring message about the connection between healthy soils, profitable farms 

and sustainable communities. Local farmer Andy Benson will share his personal stories of success and 

challenges in using cover crops and aerial seeding. In a panel on “Building Soil Health,” area farmers will share 

their experiences in improving soil health on their dairy, crop and grazing operations.  

"This year's Red Cedar conference offers farmers a chance to talk first-hand with one of the most respected soil 

health scientists in the county,” said WFU Executive Director Tom Quinn. “Ray Archuleta knows his research, 

and he knows how to adopt that research into the real world situations and decisions that farmers face every day 

on their farms.”  

Quinn said the conference also allows both farmers and non-farmers a chance to see the world through each 

other's perspectives, and, most importantly, to experience their shared values.  

Other featured speakers will include Rod Olson, co-chairman of the conference and a representative of the Red 

Cedar River Partnership; Sean Kershaw, executive director of the Citizens League of Minnesota; and UW-Stout 

Associate Professor Nels Paulson, who heads the nationally funded LAKES Research Experience for 

Undergraduates.  

Lunch and refreshments will be provided. Registration is free for members of the Wisconsin Farmers Union and 

Wisconsin Farm Bureau. To register, visit www.uwstout.edu/profed/redcedar and enter promo code “Union” or 

“Bureau.” For more information call 715-232-2793.  
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