
 

 

 

 

To:  Members, Wisconsin State Senate 

From: Badger State Sheriffs’ Association (BSSA)  

 Wisconsin Counties Association 

 Wisconsin Sheriffs and Deputy Sheriffs Association (WS&DSA)  

Date:  March 2, 2018 

RE: Requesting Senate Action on Assembly Bill 676  

 

Our organizations respectfully request the Senate act on Assembly Bill 676, to provide protective 

status to county jailers statewide. Over the last several years, we have worked on this legislation 

with the authors to develop a balanced policy – ensuring jailers are afforded protective status 

with no cost to the county. All additional costs associated with protective status, including duty 

disability, are paid for by the employee (county jailer).  

 

Protective occupation status allows employees to retire at an earlier age (50 years old) and 

receive duty disability benefits if they are injured in the line of duty. While the job 

responsibilities are the same, state correctional officers are considered protective status under the 

Wisconsin Retirement System, county jailers are not. This is despite the fact that county jailers 

are responsible for the safety of county jails and inmates, and regularly deal in dangerous and 

stressful situations.  

 

For jailers, this legislation provides critical benefits, but ensures each jailer has a choice to 

whether they want to assume the additional costs. Under the bill, jailers are given the option to 

remain in protective status at time of hire. Current jailers are given 60 days from the effective 

date of the bill to decide.  

 

For counties, this legislation will ensure certain counties currently paying for additional costs to 

provide protective status to jailers are grandfathered in under the bill. However, a grandfathered 

county would have the ability in the future to not pay the additional costs if the county so 

decides.  

 

After years of litigation regarding protective status for jailers, it is anticipated that this legislation 

will end the litigation, thus providing legal certainty for all 71 counties with county jailers.  

 

While the Assembly passed AB 676 with no opposition, the bill has not been acted upon in 

Senate. In the final weeks of the 2017-18 legislative session, we ask Senators to act on this 

critical issue.  


