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Wisconsin State Public Defender’s Office Welcomes Staff Merit Pay  

 

Madison, Wis. -  Wisconsin State Public Defender Kelli Thompson thanked Governor Tony Evers for 

signing legislation authored by Representative Amy Loudenbeck and Senator Jerry Petrowski giving 

public defenders equal pay with their prosecutor counterparts.  

 

“The law signed today gives us the ability to match hourly pay rates with our counterparts in 

prosecutor’s offices,” Thompson said. “Without that critical parity in pay, retaining staff public 

defenders becomes significantly more difficult.  The impact of that doesn’t fall just on our clients, but on 

their families, the courts, counties, jails, prosecutors and victims of crime as cases are delayed pending 

the appointment of counsel.” 

 

At issue was a disparity in the 2019 budget in funding between public defenders and prosecutors. Final 

action on legislation to correct the disparity last session was derailed in March 2020 when the legislative 

session was canceled due to the pandemic. That left public defenders without merit pay parity.  

 

The bill signed today provides the authorization for the public defender to use existing funding to correct 

the disparity. The bill was spearheaded by Representative Loudenbeck and Senator Petrowski, who 

Thompson thanked for not losing sight of this important fix and continuing to move the legislation 

forward.   

  

“The unanimous support of this bill by the Legislature not only means so much to our staff, but will have 

such a significant impact in ensuring that the criminal justice system is not brought to a standstill due to 

a lack of counsel,” Thompson said. 
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