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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Feb. 28, 2019 

 

Medicaid Dental Pilot Demonstrates Initial Success 
First-Year Results Show Measurable Increases 

in Patient Access to Care, Dentist Participation 

 
MADISON, WIS. – Dr. Patrick Tepe, a general dentist practicing in Verona and president of the 

Wisconsin Dental Association, today issued the following statement after release Wednesday of the 
University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute’s evaluation of the first year of the state’s four-county 
Medicaid dental pilot program:  
 

“After just one year of implementation, there are clear signs that this program is having a positive, 

measurable effect on increasing access to care for Wisconsin children on Medicaid. There are several 

key takeaways from the report, including: 

 A 4 percent increase in the number of children receiving dental services, from 40 percent to 44 
percent; 

 A 5 percent increase in the number of adults receiving dental services, from 25 percent to 30 
percent; 

 A 33 percent increase in the number of dentists enrolled as Medicaid providers in the pilot 
counties; and  

 35 percent of the new enrollees served over 100 Medicaid patients. 
 

“The WDA is particularly pleased to see a number of constructive suggestions from the 

evaluation, including increased outreach to oral health providers and a cost-effectiveness analysis after a 

longer period of time has passed. 

“We are gratified, but not surprised by, the results of the pilot report. This evaluation is proof that 

the state is starting to see a positive return on its investment in oral health. Adequately compensating 

providers allows them to increase their ability to see Medicaid patients; in fact, in many cases, adequate 

compensation makes it feasible for them to see this underserved population for the first time. By putting 

its money where its mouth is, the state has increased access measurably.   

“Expansion of this pilot program is a top priority for the WDA. Given the impressive results of this 

independent evaluation, legislators should support its expansion and continue the proven increases in 

access demonstrated by this report.” 

### 

 
The Wisconsin Dental Association has 3,100+ member dentists and a number of dental hygienists committed to promoting 
professional excellence and quality oral health care. With just 3,500 licensed dentists in the state, the WDA is the leading voice for 
dentistry in Wisconsin. Established in 1870, the WDA is headquartered in West Allis and has a legislative office in Madison. The 
WDA is affiliated with the American Dental Association - the largest and oldest national dental association in the world. For more 
information, visit WDA.org and find us on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn. 
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