
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

UW System Board of Regents approves new online master’s degree in 
cybersecurity 
 
February 28, 2020 - A new master’s program at the University of Wisconsin-River Falls aims to 
fill major cybersecurity talent gaps.   

The UW System Board of Regents has approved the creation of a 12-course, 34-credit online 
master’s program in cybersecurity — a collaborative effort by UW-River Falls, UW Extended 
Campus and seven other universities in the system.  

Courses are planned to begin in September pending approval from the Higher Learning 
Commission, one of six regional institutional accreditors in the United States.  

 “We see this program as another opportunity to expand the number of fully online degree 
options available to working adults in cutting-edge fields like cybersecurity that we don’t have 
the resources to offer on our own,” said Randy Zimmermann, director of UW-River Falls 
Continuing Education. “Our faculty welcome the opportunity to collaborate with colleagues 
from other UW campuses to offer this program and we appreciate the coordinating role and 
support provided by the UW Extended Campus.” 

The new degree features four unique tracks of study allowing students to focus their education 
in one or more cybersecurity area: Digital Forensics, Cyber Response, Governance & 
Leadership, and Security Architecture.  

The cybersecurity program is open to all interested graduate students but is geared toward 
those with a bachelor’s degree in computer science, information technology, computer 
engineering or a similar discipline. Those with professional experience in information 
technology also are encouraged to apply.  

“The online Master of Science in Cybersecurity through UW Extended Campus is a great 
opportunity for people currently in an IT field to learn not just about technical details of 
security but also about the people skills part of technology systems management,” said Tony 
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Varghese, academic program director. “I have met security people in small and large companies 
who have said that a degree like this would prepare them well for those jobs at the next level 
and even the CISO (chief information security officer) position.”  

Graduates of the program will be prepared for positions such as cybersecurity engineer, 
information security analyst, network architect, and cybersecurity manager, among others. 
Admission to the program requires a bachelor’s degree with prerequisite courses in computer 
science and calculus or statistics. Aptitude tests such as the GMAT and GRE are not required.   

“There is an incredible talent gap in cybersecurity both in Wisconsin and around the globe,” 
said Aaron Brower, executive director of UW Extended Campus. “We believe this program 
meets market needs while offering students the skills and education employers want.”  
  
Prospective students can learn more by visiting ce.uwex.edu/cybersecurity/, calling 1-877-895-
3276 or emailing learn@uwex.edu.  

### 

About UW-River Falls 

The University of Wisconsin-River Falls is an accredited institution offering a variety of degree 
and certificate programs designed to meet personal and professional educational goals. UWRF 
programs are built on a solid foundation of academic excellence and faculty are friendly, 
experienced mentors who take the time to address each student’s professional needs and 
career objectives.   

UWRF graduate programs provide intensive, reality-based learning experiences, which often 
serve as a steppingstone to professional and career advancement. Browse the complete list of 
graduate programs online at www.uwrf.edu.  
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