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Attic Angel Community Installs Over 300 Solar Panels at Senior Care 

Facility in Middleton 
 
Middleton, WI - On Thursday, February 27th, Attic Angel Community held an open house and 
solar education session for their 138-kilowatt, newly-constructed solar array. Attic Angel 
Community is a nonprofit senior living campus with a continuum of health care, including 
assisted living, memory care, skilled nursing, and rehabilitation. 
 
The solar project is comprised of 356 solar panels and will produce enough electricity to power 
approximately 30 average-sized homes. The array will offset about 10% of the annual 
electricity consumed at the Haven, a full-time senior care facility.  
 
“The decision to install a solar array aligns with our mission to provide high-quality services, 
encourage independence, and enhance the quality of life of each resident,” said Derek 
Buckley, Chief Operations Officer for Attic Angel Community. “One aspect of a healthy living 
environment includes implementing energy efficiency and renewable energy projects.” 
 
Attic Angel received financial assistance for the solar array through the statewide Focus on 
Energy incentive program and RENEW Wisconsin’s Solar for Good program. Solar for Good 
provided Attic Angel with a $20,000 grant to assist with the upfront costs of the solar project.   
 
“Attic Angel is blessed with an abundance of residents who are passionate about powering 
their campus with clean energy and a knowledgeable staff who strongly supports their 
initiatives,” stated Michael Vickerman, Policy Director at RENEW Wisconsin. “This 
convergence made it possible for Attic Angel Community to emerge as one of Wisconsin’s 
most effective solar champions.” 
 
This is not the first solar project to be completed at the Attic Angel campus. In 2018, an 89-
kilowatt project was installed at The North Apartments, along with a smaller, 12-panel solar 
array on a model home. Then, in 2019, two residents, Jon McCarthy and Bjorn “Red” 
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Thompson, orchestrated a solar group buy program in Prairie Point, an independent living 
neighborhood located on the Attic Angel campus. The program resulted in 133-kilowatts of 
solar installed across 40 households in Prairie Point. In recognition of their efforts, Thompson 
and McCarthy were awarded “Catalysts of the Year” at RENEW Wisconsin’s annual 
Renewable Energy Summit this past January. 
 
“It started with two individuals and one idea: to implement a project that would save energy, 
money, and the environment,” said Catie Malcheski, Project Developer at SunVest 
Solar. “Three years after the conversations between SunVest and Attic Angel began, three 
separate project phases have been completed.” 
 
The residents of Attic Angel believe in using their collective voice to promote various causes, 
especially environmental issues. Residents have mentored UW-Madison students and their 
own community on the benefits of renewable energy, and the residents believe the benefits of 
the solar array will be felt beyond their campus. 
 
“Working together to create a more sustainable future has really resonated with our Attic Angel 
members, residents, and staff,” continued Buckley. “Our seniors’ desire to leave the world 
better off has ignited a passion for sustainability that has benefited our organization and our 
community.” 
 
 
About Solar for Good 
RENEW Wisconsin’s Solar for Good initiative fosters the expansion of solar power among mission-
based nonprofits and houses of worship in Wisconsin. Through a generous partnership with Couillard 
Solar Foundation, RENEW Wisconsin awards solar panels to nonprofit organizations, helping them 

switch to clean, renewable, solar energy. 
 
 

About RENEW Wisconsin 
RENEW Wisconsin is a nonprofit organization which promotes renewable energy in Wisconsin. We 
work on policies and programs that support solar power, wind power, biogas, local hydropower, 
geothermal energy, and electric vehicles. More information on RENEW’s 

website: www.renewwisconsin.org.  
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