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50+ Wisconsin Advocacy Groups Call on State 
Senate to Pass Bills Increasing Access to Civil Legal 

Aid  

  

Madison — A diverse and long list of advocacy organizations is coming together today to urge 

Senate Majority Leader Fitzgerald (R – Juneau) to schedule a vote on two bills aimed at 

increasing access to civil legal services in Wisconsin. The legislative proposals, Assembly Bill 

115 (AB 115) and Assembly Bill 116 (AB 116), have already passed the State Assembly with 

overwhelming bipartisan support.   

  

The bills have also garnered wide support from advocacy organizations who view the bills as an 

important step towards ensuring stability and independence for many of the state's most 

vulnerable citizens, including low-income families, victims of domestic violence, job 

seekers, individuals with disabilities, veterans and many others. Not one organization is 

registered in opposition to these bills.   

  

"Both of these bills are straightforward, no-cost approaches that will enhance our efforts to 

reduce poverty statewide," said Clarence Johnson, Executive Director of Wisconsin Community 

Services. "These bills will increase state coordination and effectiveness in assisting the 

individuals and families WCS serves, and passage of these bills will shine an important spotlight 

on the role civil legal aid plays in helping low-income job seekers statewide."   

  

More than 50 statewide and local organizations and coalitions signed onto a 

letter (attached) calling on the State Senate to not adjourn without passing these bills.   

  

"These bills will help the Wisconsin justice system recognize the important role that legal aid 

plays in protecting survivors and their kids as they take steps to leave a violent batterer," said 

Patti Seger, Executive Director of End Domestic Abuse WI. "Many people recognize the role 

that the criminal justice system plays in the lives of domestic violence victims. However, what 

often goes overlooked is the fact that upon leaving their abusive partners, many 

survivors immediately become enmeshed in the civil legal system as well. Because so much 

depends on the outcome of civil and family law actions, victims of 

domestic violence need access to legal assistance."   

  

Organizations supporting these bills note that the legislation represents cost-neutral approaches 

with broad appeal.   

  

"For many low-income Wisconsinites with disabilities, their efforts to work, have stable housing, 

and safe families falter without the vital assistance provided by civil legal 

aid," said Daniel Idzikowski, Executive Director of Disability Rights Wisconsin. "These bills are 
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common-sense ways for Wisconsin to ensure that people with disabilities get critical needs 

addressed."  

  

Jim Gramling, President of the Wisconsin Access to Justice Commission, noted, "These simple, 

clear proposals carry the promise of fairness to people living in all 72 of our counties.  And, 

happily, fairness is a goal sought by both parties in the Capitol.”   

  

With the last day of session tentatively set for March 20, 2018, advocacy groups are urging the 

Senate to take advantage of this final opportunity this legislative session to expand civil legal aid 

access in Wisconsin by voting in favor of both proposals.  
  

###  

 

 

  



To: Wisconsin State Senators 

Date: February 27, 2018 

Re: Don't Adjourn Without Passing Assembly Bills 115 & 116 

From: 50+ Wisconsin Organizations 

 

As organizations that work every day with and behalf of Wisconsin's most vulnerable 

individuals, we are writing to urge you to take action on two crucially important and common-

sense bills before adjourning the 2017-18 legislative session: Assembly Bill 115 and Assembly 

Bill 116, both related to increasing access to justice and reducing poverty through civil legal aid. 

Assembly Bills 115 & 116 emerged from the hard work and thoughtful deliberation of the 2016 

Legislative Council Study Committee on Access to Civil Legal Services, chaired by 

Representative Horlacher. 

Both bills were approved by the Assembly with overwhelming, bipartisan support on May 2, 

2017. Additionally, both bills have had a public hearing in the Senate Committee on Government 

Operations, Technology and Consumer Protection. At that Senate Committee hearing on 

September 28, 2017, numerous individuals and organizations - including former Wisconsin 

Supreme Court Justice David Prosser – testified in support. 

Both bills have long lists of organizations registered in support of them – and, importantly, not 

one organization is registered in opposition to either of these bills. 

We ask that you use your discretion to bring these bills directly to the Senate floor for a 

vote before the session adjourns. 

Assembly Bill 115: 

 Encourages, but does not require, key state agencies to consider allocating existing 

federal funding to civil legal aid, when that is permitted by federal law, to help meet the 

civil legal needs of targeted populations, thereby producing better outcomes and 

strengthening state agency social service programs. 

Assembly Bill 116: 

 Creates an Interagency Legal Aid Coordinating Council would bring together 

representatives from five state agencies with representatives from private organizations 

operating in the field to maximize the state’s efforts to reduce poverty. 

 The Council will facilitate much-needed discussion and coordination about the important 

role legal aid can play in advancing existing state and federal legislative priorities, 

including reducing domestic violence, helping survivors of human trafficking, assisting 

struggling veterans, helping job seekers secure and maintain employment, ensuring 

parents receive needed child support, and addressing elder abuse and financial 

exploitation. 

 



 AB 116, by bringing together experts in the field with state agency representatives, would 

allow our state agencies to identify those programs that would be more effective, more 

efficient, and achieve better results for the people served when legal services are included 

among the services provided. 

 

 AB 116 offers an approach to helping our fellow citizens escape poverty that all of our 

organizations support, and it does so without spending a single tax dollar. 

 

Both bills represent straightforward, simple, cost-neutral approaches which have broad appeal. 

These bills will advance state goals in addressing the unmet needs of Wisconsin's low-income 

seniors, veterans, crime victims, people with disabilities, job-seekers, and other vulnerable 

populations. The path to economic self-sufficiency and stability for many of those individuals 

and their families all too often is littered with civil legal road blocks which must be addressed to 

ensure individual and programmatic success. 

All of our undersigned organizations urge you to take swift action to bring both bills to the 

Senate floor for a vote before the Senate adjourns for the year. 

Please contact Chase Tarrier at End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin at (608) 237-3985 or Jim 

Gramling at the Wisconsin Access to Justice Commission at (414) 412-7962 with questions or 

for additional information. 

State & Local Organizations Supporting Assembly Bills 115 & 116: 

End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin 

Disability Rights Wisconsin 

Hunger Task Force 

Kids Forward 

League of Women Voters of Wisconsin 

Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin 

National Association of Social Workers, Wisconsin Chapter 

Survival Coalition of Wisconsin 

WISDOM 

Wisconsin Access to Justice Commission 

Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault 

Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental Disabilities 

Wisconsin Community Action Program Association (WISCAP) 

Wisconsin Community Services 

Wisconsin Council of Churches 

Wisconsin Faith Voices for Justice 

Advocates of Ozaukee 

Association for Prevention of Family Violence (APFV) (Walworth County) 

AVAIL, Inc. (Langlade County) 

Beloit Domestic Violence Survivor Center 

The Bridge to Hope (Dunn & Pepin Counties) 

CASDA (Ashland, Bayfield, and Douglas Counties) 



Catholic Charities Domestic Abuse Program 

Cia Siab, Inc. (La Crosse area) 

Community Referral Agency (Barron, Burnett & Polk Counties) 

Domestic Abuse Intervention Services (DAIS) (Dane County) 

Family Advocates, Inc. (Grant, Iowa, Lafayette Counties) 

Family Support Center (Chippewa County) 

Eau Claire Area Hmong Mutual Assistance Association, Inc. 

Green Haven Family Advocates, Inc. (Green County) 

Harbor House Domestic Abuse Program (Outagamie & Calumet Counties) 

HAVEN, Inc. (Lincoln County) 

HELP of Door County 

Justice Overcoming Borders (JOB) 

Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians Oakwood Haven 

Manitowoc Domestic Violence Center d.b.a In Courage 

Milwaukee Center for Children and Youth 

New Horizons Shelter and Outreach Centers 

People Against a Violent Environment (PAVE) (Dodge County) 

Racine Interfaith Coalition (RIC) 

Safe Harbor of Sheboygan 

Safe Haven Domestic Abuse and Sexual Assault Support Center (Shawano County) 

Sojourner Family Peace Center 

Solutions Center (Fond du Lac County) 

Stepping Stones, Inc. (Taylor County) 

The Women's Community, Inc. (Marathon County) 

Turningpoint for Victims of Domestic and Sexual Violence (St. Croix County) 

Tri-County Council on Domestic Violence & Sexual Assault (Vilas, Forest, and Oneida 

Counties) 

UNIDOS Against Domestic Violence 

Violence Intervention Project 

Wisconsin Rapids Family Center 

Wise Women Gathering Place 

 

 


