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GREEN BAY, WI – February 26, 2015 – The Wisconsin Association of Assessing Officers (WAAO) Board 
of Directors and Officers unanimously oppose the current 2015 Budget Bill proposal to shift Wisconsin’s 
property assessment function from local municipalities to counties.   
 
Wisconsin’s largest association of assessment professionals has written a letter to state legislators stating why 
the current proposal is no different than the 2009 County Assessment Plan proposed during Governor Doyle’s 
administration. 
 
According to Russ Schwandt, President of the Wisconsin Association of Assessing Officers, “This proposal 
requires counties to provide a level of service costing $25 to $30 per parcel but only includes funding of $6 per 
parcel. Wisconsin counties are left holding an empty bag while Wisconsin municipalities receive an inferior 
level of service. Cutting through the rhetoric, it’s plain to see that this proposal only serves to eliminate a couple 
dozen Department of Revenue jobs from the Bureau of Equalization.” 
 
The county assessment proposal would require counties take over the property assessment function and perform 
annual revaluations to keep property values at 100% full of market value each year. As proposed, the sole 
source of funding is the county’s ability to charge each municipality in the county an amount that is 95% of 
their 2015 costs for municipal assessment service which averages $6 per parcel statewide. The proposal contains 
no additional funding for counties to rely on in order to accomplish the newly proposed service requirements. If 
counties actually try to annually revalue every property every year at such a low cost, the resulting product and 
appeal process will be vastly inferior compared to what already exists today. 
 
All stakeholders in this process understand the cost to implement the proposal is about $25 to $30 per parcel. 
For proper implementation, counties will be required to fund the almost $25 per parcel difference by siphoning 
or scavenging funds from other county agencies. 
 
Schwandt added, “I and my professional colleagues throughout the state understand the true cost of resources 
necessary to implement the county assessment proposal and know this proposal is woefully underfunded. This 
has every potential to be a financial disaster for Wisconsin counties.  We’ve had discussions with the 
Department of Revenue, but neither group has yet found the means to provide the large amount of additional 
funding necessary to make the proposal a financially realistic possibility.”   
 
 

http://waao.org/

