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UW-Extension Division for Business and Entrepreneurship arm reaches 
Wisconsin-based business owners and aspiring entrepreneurs 

 
MADISON, Wis. – The University of Wisconsin-Extension’s recently renamed Division for 
Business and Entrepreneurship supports UW System institutions and Wisconsin community 
organizations with education and information services focused on business creation, growth and 
performance. The division is a collection of business support organizations and initiatives 
assembled to provide specialized resources and expertise across the state. 
 
Executive Director Mark Lange explained,  "Wisconsin's campuses and communities all have 
services and resources available to support business development. Our work at the division helps 
to leverage and connect extra financial support, specialized expertise and technical resources that 
add value to the local effort. We see an increased level of efficiency and collaborative vitality that 
fits perfectly with the Wisconsin Idea." 
 
This name change away from the Division of Entrepreneurship and Economic Development 
reflects the focus on existing businesses and entrepreneurial development rather than on the 
broader scope of economic development. The Division for Business and Entrepreneurship serves 
businesses  and entrepreneurs via the Wisconsin Small Business Development Center Network, 
Center for Technology Commercialization, Center for Business Intelligence, Manufacturing 
Diversity Institute and the Food Finance Institute. In conjunction with campus and community 
providers in 2014, the division helped business clients add 505 new jobs, aspiring entrepreneurs 
start 170 new businesses, and growing companies add more than $75 million in capital through 
loans, grants, investors and new equipment purchases . 
 
In addition to UW System four-year campuses, key partners include the Wisconsin Economic 
Development Corporation, the Wisconsin Economic Development  Association, the Wisconsin 
Women’s Business Initiative Corporation and the US Small Business Association. 
 
“These collaborations provide a good return on investments,” said Cathy Sandeen, chancellor of 
UW Colleges and UW-Extension. “Together we extend access to financial and educational 
resources to help entrepreneurs advance ideas and small businesses launch and grow efficiently.”  

### 
 

UW-Extension, which receives the third largest amount of federal grants in the UW System, serves Wisconsin families, 
businesses and communities statewide through offices in all 72 Wisconsin counties and three tribal nations, continuing 
education services through all 26 UW System campuses, the statewide broadcasting networks of Wisconsin Public Radio 
and Wisconsin Public Television, and business and entrepreneurship activities throughout the state. 
 
Follow us on Twitter @UWC_UWEX. 

 
Contact: UW-Extension: Sandra Kallio, sandra.kallio@uwex.uwc.edu, 608-890-3558 
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