
 

About the Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin 

The Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin seeks to inspire pharmacy professionals to advance the 

practice of pharmacy, with the single purpose of enhancing the lives of patients throughout 

Wisconsin. Today, with nearly 4,000 members statewide, PSW is the professional organization that 

pharmacists, pharmacy technicians and student pharmacists join to further their careers, advance 

the standing of pharmacists, and improve the care of patients in Wisconsin. 

Please visit us online at www.pswi.org for more details. 
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PSW Applauds Bipartisan Pharmacy Benefit Manager Reform Legislation 

 

On February 26, a bipartisan group of legislators, led by Senator Jon Erpenbach (D-Middleton), Senator Roger 

Roth (R-Appleton), Representative Michael Schraa (R-Oshkosh) and Representative Debra Kolste (D-Janesville), 

announced comprehensive legislation, LRB 0448/LRB 2190, that will increase pharmacy access and lower drug 

costs for patients across Wisconsin. The Pharmacy Society of Wisconsin (PSW) is pleased to support this 

legislation, which will bring real, necessary relief to patients and pharmacies throughout the state. 

 

As prescription drug prices continue to rise, LRB 0448/LRB 2190 includes a number of commonsense 

prohibitions on practices that drive up out-of-pocket costs for patients. 

 

Practices Prohibited by LRB 0448/LRB 2190: 

1. A patient paying a copay higher than the cash price of their medication 

2. PBMs requiring a patient pay more to use a brick-and-mortar pharmacy than a mail-order pharmacy 

3. Falsely informing a patient they must use a PBM-owned pharmacy, rather than another in-network 

pharmacy 

4. Pharmacists being barred from informing a patient of lower cost options 

5. Removing a medication from coverage or charging more for a medication partway through a plan year 

 

During the announcement of LRB 0448/LRB 2190, PSW was pleased to join a bipartisan group of legislators, 

pharmacists, and patients who have been negatively impacted by the actions of some PBMs. This legislation will 

bring transparency and accountability to all pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs) in Wisconsin through 

commonsense, reasonable, and effective consumer protections. 

 

PSW Chairman of the Board Nick Olson stated, “Every day patients tell me they struggle to afford their 

medications and many others, whom I may never hear from, choose to go without. Prescription medications are 

critical in achieving positive health outcomes for patients – when medications are not taken appropriately, it can 

lead to negative health outcomes, emergency room visits, inflated healthcare system costs and even death. 

Every day pharmacists serve patients making medication decisions when faced with financial burdens. This bill 

includes provisions that will create a real, meaningful impact to patients at pharmacy counters across the state.  

Pharmacists are healthcare providers whose ultimate goal is to ensure patients utilize their medications in the 

manner that ensures the most success. I applaud this bipartisan group of legislators for introducing a bill that 

will lower drug costs, increase access to care, and create a more transparent and accountable system.” 
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