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February 26, 2015 

League Opposes Assessment Change 
Contact:  Jerry Deschane, Executive Director, 608-267-2380 or jdeschane@lwm-info.org  

 

Citing numerous technical problems, the League of Wisconsin Municipalities today asked the 
Joint Finance Committee to remove a budget proposal that would force an abrupt and massive 
shift in the way Wisconsin assesses property for tax purposes. The League offered instead to 
work with the Legislature and Administration to correct deficiencies in the current system. 

“This proposal will cost millions of taxpayer dollars if it is rushed through,” said League 
Executive Director Jerry Deschane. “Making a transition of this scale, from over 1,800 
assessment offices to less than 100, requires thoughtful consideration to implement.  Including 
it as part of the 1,839 page state budget and rushing it into operation in a year is not a good 
approach.” 

The League understands that there have been reports of inconsistent assessment results in 
some parts of Wisconsin and that Wisconsin is one of just a few Upper Midwest states where 
responsibility for property assessment is a local municipal function.  

In a letter to members of the Joint Committee on Finance, the League offered to work with the 
Legislature and the Walker Administration to conduct a thorough review and find workable 
solutions. 

“Cities and villages enjoy a strong partnership with the State, counties, and towns that obligate 
all of us to work together to make sure government operates as efficiently and effectively as 
possible,” Deschane concluded.  “Wisconsin’s cities and villages embrace that obligation and we 
invite the state to work with us in developing the best assessment system in the country.” 

 

Established in 1898, the League of Wisconsin Municipalities is a voluntary, nonprofit, and 
nonpartisan association of Wisconsin cities and villages working to advance municipal 
government.  
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