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 Lassa: Right to Work Doesn’t Work, and it’s Wrong for 

Wisconsin  
 

Madison — The following are excerpts from comments made by State Senator Julie Lassa (D-Stevens Point) 

on the floor of the State Senate this afternoon during debate on Senate Bill 44, the so-called “right to work” bill:  

“Once again, we have major legislation introduced on Monday, rammed through committee after public 

testimony was summarily cut off on Tuesday with nearly 200 people still waiting to testify, and on the Senate 

floor on Wednesday.  Why are you rushing it through before the people of our state can even read it?  I submit 

that if the people of Wisconsin were fully aware of what happens in states that adopt right to work, support for 

what you are doing today would be virtually non-existent. 

“The fact is that families in right to work states are poorer and less economically secure than those in 

other states.  According to the Census Bureau, the average household income in right to work states is a full 

$6,430 less than in states without such laws.  Poverty rates are higher in these states, especially for children.  

Families in right to work states are less likely to have health insurance, and the infant mortality rate is 15 

percent higher than in other states.   On December 1, Republican Missouri State Representative Bill Lant, who 

is introducing a similar bill, admitted that it could drop hourly pay rates by $2 to $3 an hour while forcing 

employees to work more hours to make up the difference. Marquette University Economics Professor Abdur 

Chowdhury has estimated that right to work will cost the working people of Wisconsin between $3.9 and $4.8 

billion in lost income every year. That’s not just union members, that’s everyone in our state who works for a 

living. 

“Madam President and members, simply put, right to work doesn’t work, and it isn’t right for 

Wisconsin.  If it were, you wouldn’t be trying to ram it through this body in three short days. This is just one 

more blow in your war on workers and the middle class.  You refuse to consider raising the minimum wage, 

you make it harder for people to get unemployment benefits, you rob public servants of their right to a voice in 

the workplace, and now you want to effectively destroy organized labor altogether.  Today we witness once 
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again that the party of the outer ring is dedicated to the politics of destruction, and that Wisconsin’s middle class 

is your number one target. 

“The contrast with our neighbor to the West, Minnesota, shows clearly the impact that the majority 

party’s policies have had on our state.   While my Republican colleagues in Wisconsin have been handing out 

tax giveaways, slashing education and targeting workers, Minnesota has been investing in education, investing 

in its infrastructure, and increasing protections for workers’ rights.   And yet, since Governor Walker has taken 

office, an analysis by the Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia shows Minnesota has outpaced us in economic 

growth, job growth, total wages and salaries, and has a lower unemployment rate than Wisconsin.  The Bureau 

of Labor Statistics says that Wisconsin workers make $1.56 an hour less than our neighbors in Minnesota.   

Forbes Magazine ranks Minnesota as one of the ten best states for business, while Wisconsin ranks 32nd.  AND 

unlike Wisconsin’s self-inflicted $2.2 billion budget deficit, Minnesota is running a budget surplus.   The 

policies of Governor Walker and legislative Republicans aren’t working.  We are falling behind our neighbors.  

And right to work is one more step toward the downward economic spiral that the majority party seems 

determined to lead us to.” 
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