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Assembly Amendment Provides Funding for Additional Assistant District Attorneys  

 

Madison, WI – During the Assembly floor session Thursday, February 22, the Assembly passed 

an Amendment to SB 54 that will provide funding for 53.75 assistant district attorney (ADA) 

positions in 40 counties. The positions went to counties where DA offices requested additional 

positions and were below 79% of staffing, according to the most recent Legislative Audit Bureau 

(LAB) workload analysis study from 2014.  

 

Waukesha County DA, Sue Opper, is very supportive of the amendment.  She provided the 

following statement: 

 

“I fully support the proposed amendment to SB 54 to add Assistant District Attorney positions 

around the state and specifically 2 positions in Waukesha County,” DA Opper said. “The 

Wisconsin Legislature has demonstrated, repeatedly, a commitment to public safety and ensuring 

offenders are held accountable. The recognition of the need for more prosecutors to address the 

increased violence and complexity of criminal activity in our communities is timely. Our citizens 

deserve the protection of a criminal justice system staffed by experienced prosecutors who are 

not overwhelmed by enormous caseloads, but have the time and resources to fairly and 

effectively handle each case.” 

 

Attorney staffing levels haven’t significantly changed since late 2003. The bill will decrease 

workload and stress counties have been dealing with for years. 

 

“I was happy to support the amendment to SB 54, along with my colleagues, which will provide 

the needed resources to address the backlog of cases and insufficient staff to cover the 

workloads,” Rep. Cindi Duchow said. “By addressing the staffing shortage problem, we are also 

addressing a community safety issue and I am glad we are finally able to provide what DAs 

across the state have been asking for.” 

 

SB 54, as amended, has been sent back to the Senate and awaits a vote on the Senate floor. 

 
 ### 

Representative Duchow represents the 99th Assembly District which includes the communities of 

Chenequa, Delafield, Dousman, Hartland, Merton, Nashotah, Oconomowoc Lake, Ottawa, and Wales; 

and portions of Genesee, North Prairie, Oconomowoc, and Summit. 


