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REP. BERNIER COMMENTS ON SCHOOL BOARD MEETING FLAP 

 

I stand ready and willing to discuss the challenges faced by our teachers and administrators. 

Lawmakers need to be informed on, and be prepared to address, issues faced by Wisconsin 

families in the education of their children. I attend meetings with schools across my district 

which encompasses portions of five counties. I’ve always had good, productive dialogs that 

answer questions and solve problems. School Board members are essential in sharing ideas for 

solutions. Information sharing was not what was occurring in the meeting yesterday.  

 

Drawing comparisons with other states can be useful in addressing the needs of children and 

parents in our educational system, as long as everyone has factual information. Comparing 

Minnesota and Wisconsin Correction Departments was certainly not included on the agenda for 

yesterday’s meeting. I’m still not sure why we were talking about corrections in Minnesota at a 

meeting of local schools here in Wisconsin. However, here are some facts worth comparing from 

the U.S. Department of Education, the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, and the 

Minnesota Department of Education:  

 

• Wisconsin has 424 school districts; Minnesota has 328  

• Wisconsin enrolls 874,414 students, Minnesota enrolls 842,932   

• Wisconsin spends $11,071 per pupil, Minnesota spends $11,089  

• In 2013, the Wisconsin public high school graduation rate was 88%; Minnesota’s was 
79.8% 

• In 2013, Wisconsin had the 3rd highest graduation rate in the nation; Minnesota 
ranked 27th 

• In 2013, Wisconsin had the 13th highest graduation rate for low-income students 
(76.6%); Minnesota ranked 44th (63.8%)  

• In 2013, Wisconsin ranked 15th for graduation rate among students with disabilities 
(68.7%); Minnesota ranked 29th (58.2%) 

 
Let’s get the facts first and remove partisan politics from the topic of educating our children. 

Then we can do what’s right for children and their families. 

 

# # # 


