
 

 

 

 

 

STATEMENT BY REP. NICK MILROY ON HIS ABSENCE AT TODAY’S SESSION 

 

Febuary 23, 2021 

 

 

I’m pleased that the legislature is finally acting on legislation to alleviate longstanding problems 

with the unemployment insurance program within the Department of Workforce Development. 

Unfortunately, I am unable to cast a vote today because I am quarantined due to COVID.  

 

Let’s be clear – My situation is a perfect example as to why legislators should be allowed to 

participate in session and committees virtually.  

 

Last Tuesday afternoon while in session in Madison, I learned that my son had tested positive 

for COVID and was now quarantining at home. As recommended by the CDC and medical 

experts, upon learning an individual I live with had COVID, I immediately left the Capitol and 

went home and into quarantine. Thankfully, because I was there for a short time, my 

interactions with others was very limited. I notified those that I was in close contact with to let 

them know the circumstances.  

 

It’s sad to say, but we are fortunate that my son was ill on Tuesday. Thinking he was going to 

test positive for strep, he turned out positive for COVID. If my wife had not taken him to the 

doctor immediately and had him tested, the circumstances would have been very different. Not 

only would I have not left Madison that day, but I also would have participated in a committee 

hearing on Wednesday morning where, I’ve been told, several legislators and visitors were not 

wearing masks.  

 

I don’t know if I was positive for COVID on Tuesday, but imagine the number of people I 

could have infected in a short amount of time, especially since a number of legislators and staff 

refuse to wear masks. My family and I wear our masks and limit our social integration, yet we 

became infected with COVID. It can happen to anyone at any time. 

 

This is a clear indication that the majority party’s insistence that we not be allowed to 

participate virtually in committee hearings and legislative sessions is the wrong decision for 

the health of each one of our colleagues and their family members.   

 

If nothing else, I’m hoping my family’s illness and experience with COVID will serve as a 

wake-up call to the majority party. We will be fine, but the next person might not be.  
 

 

 


