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Killed while walking on a sidewalk. It shouldn't ever happen but it did.   

  

A 53 year-old man was killed by a vehicle exiting a parking garage on North Fairchild Street in Madison at 10 PM on Monday, 

February 19th. The driver, a 30-year-old man, called 911 saying he struck a pedestrian. The person walking was pronounced dead 

at the scene. No more details are available at this time. 

  

This marks the ninth death of a person walking in Wisconsin in 2018, compared to seven at this time last year. The pace is 

especially concerning because 2017 saw a record 63 pedestrians killed in Wisconsin. 

  

No one else has to die on our roads. These deaths are preventable. Most often, drivers are at fault in crashes with people walking. 

Of pedestrian fatalities in Wisconsin in the period from 2011 through 2013, 28 percent involved a driver not yielding to people 

walking in a crosswalk. As community members, and people who drive and walk, each of us can take action to prevent another 

tragedy. 

  

The goal of the Wisconsin Bike Fed's Share & Be Aware program is to make walking and biking even safer by educating all road 

users. Despite a recent increase in fatalities, walking and biking remain safe and healthy activities and more people doing both 

create a safer environment for those who choose to walk and bike. We recommend that drivers and those who walk and ride a 

bicycle know the law and follow common sense rules. 

  

mailto:baltazars@wisconsinbikefed.org


Two of the most important things we can do when driving are to pay attention and to remember to look out for others. People 

walking have the right of way at crosswalks – both marked and unmarked -- and at driveways. Take extra precautions when 

weather may interfere with visibility. It is too easy to be distracted with cell phones and other electronic devices, food and 

beverages, and the worries of the day. When you get behind the wheel make sure you are well rested and store all electronic 

devices; be ready to give your full attention to the task of driving and look for other people on and along the roadway. 

  

When walking, people have the responsibility to not dart out into traffic. People must walk on sidewalks when they are provided, 

and walk facing traffic when sidewalks are unavailable.  

  

While we all have a responsibility to act safely, people driving have the bulk of that responsibility because the mistakes of people 

walking are likely to hurt only themselves, while the mistakes motorists make often result in injury or death for others. 

  

The Bike Fed's Share & Be Aware Ambassadors provide safety education for free. Visit ShareAndBeAware.org to learn more or 

to request an ambassador. 

  

Madison's downtown is popular for its vibrant environment. The death of this community member brings a shadow of sadness to 

our city. We have the responsibility to ensure that people can walk safely. 

 


