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Seventh Circuit Affirms $3 Million Judgment in Favor of CNH 
*** 

MILWAUKEE (February 22, 2018) - The United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit 
has affirmed a $3 million judgment in favor of CNH Industrial America LLC (CNH) in a breach of 
contract suit against Jones Lang LaSalle (JLL). The decision arises from a dispute between CNH 
and JLL involving JLL's work as project manager for a nationwide rebranding program that 
required replacing outdoor signs at CNH dealerships across the United States and Canada. The 
trial court ruled that JLL had breached its contractual obligations to manage several aspects of 
the project and awarded CNH over $3 million in damages. 
  
On appeal, JLL argued for the first time that the entire judgment was void because CNH had 
attempted to create federal diversity jurisdiction by collusively joining the claims of some of its 
out-of-state dealers. The Seventh Circuit rejected JLL's argument and found no collusive joinder. 
Drawing on earlier Seventh Circuit precedent, the court ruled that CNH could not have 
collusively created jurisdiction, because even before any assignments, CNH had already met all 
of the requirements for diversity jurisdiction. The court also rejected all of JLL's arguments on 
the merits regarding breach of contract and damages and affirmed the trial court's decision in a 
41-page published decision.  
  
CNH was represented in the appeal by Quarles & Brady LLP, its partners, Patrick Murphy and 
King Poor and Dean A. Christopherson of Dawe & Christopherson LLP, Walnut Creek, California.  
  
About Quarles & Brady LLP 
Quarles & Brady is a full-service AmLaw 200 firm with more than 500 attorneys offering an 
array of legal services to corporate and individual clients that range from small entrepreneurial 
businesses to Fortune 100 companies, with practice focuses in health care and life sciences, 
business law, labor and employment, real estate, data privacy and security, and complex 
litigation. The firm has offices in Chicago; Indianapolis; Madison; Milwaukee; Naples, Florida; 
Phoenix; Scottsdale; Tampa; Tucson; and Washington, D.C. Additional information can be found 
online at quarles.com, as well as on Twitter,LinkedIn, Facebook, and YouTube. 
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