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Felzkowski and Assembly Aim to Eliminate Wisconsin’s Digital Divide 

Members push TV White Space Technology to expand rural Broadband 
Madison- The Assembly voted to approve a joint resolution Thursday afternoon authored by Rep. Mary 

Felzkowski that would encourage the use of television white space technology to increase access to high 

speed internet in sparsely populated areas.  

 

This technology, known most commonly as “TV White Space,” refers to the unused spectrum between 

TV stations. Through its development, TV White Space has reached the capability to deliver high speed 

internet that operates four times faster and reaches sixteen times farther than Wi-Fi. Because this delivery 

method uses frequency that allows for it to move through objects like hills and foliage, it is currently 

estimated that TV White Space can reach 80% of the rural population not currently receiving any 

broadband access.  

 

A 2010 Federal Communications Commission (FCC) directive allowed use of TV White Space to 

broadcast broadband internet on a trial basis.  Microsoft Corporation, working with public and private 

partners, has taken advantage of this opportunity to develop new technology to expand broadband internet 

access to thousands of people in rural areas in the United States and abroad.  
 

“In my district, I hear constantly from constituents that struggle with broadband connectivity, and as a 

fellow business owner in a rural county, I absolutely understand their frustration,” Rep. Felzkowski said. 

“Reliable internet is the lifeblood for education, business operations, and daily life, and this technology 

would be life-changing for my district.” 

 

Connect Americans Now, a coalition advocating for the expansion of broadband access, has been working 

with Wisconsin organizations and individuals to encourage the FCC to make the necessary policy changes 

to allow TV white space technology to be implemented. To allow for this technology to be successful, 
the FCC would need to give regulatory certainty by ensuring that three channels below 700 MHz are 

available for wireless use on an unlicensed basis in every market in the country. Advocates include the 

Wisconsin Rural Schools Alliance, Wisconsin Technology Council, Wisconsin Rural Caucus, Wisconsin 

Economic Development Association, Wisconsin Realtors Association, Wisconsin Association of Virtual 

School Families and many others.  

 

Rep. Felzkowski continued, “Right now, my constituents are at a large disadvantage to more urban areas 

because of their lack of access. TV White Space can be an equalizer for our state and I hope those on the 

federal level will do whatever they can to make this technology a reality for the everyday user.” 

 

The companion to Assembly Joint Resolution 100 is slated to receive a vote in the State Senate in March.   
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