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La Point, Wis. - The Wisconsin Historical Society placed the Antelope Shipwreck (Vicinity of La 

Pointe, Ashland County) on the State Register of Historic Places on February 16, 2018. 

The Antelope, built in 1861, and sunk in 1897, is a tug-barge, an early example of a passenger 

packet steamer that was converted to a lumber steamer, and later cut down and converted into a 

barge in the Great Lakes tradition of converting old wooden schooners and steamers into 

"floating wheelbarrows" for large bulk cargos. Sites such as Antelope present a rare opportunity 

to study and learn about historic wooden steamer construction and converted barge conversion, 

and how these vessels were used across multiple industries. The wreck site remained unknown 

following its sinking in 1897, until its discovery by avocational wreck hunters in 2016. Since 

then, only one crew of archaeologists has visited the site using a Remotely Operated Vehicle 

(ROV) and multibeam sonar. With no visitation from divers and no invasive mussel populations, 

the site has retained remarkable structural and archaeological integrity since its sinking in 1897. 

State laws protect this shipwreck. Divers may not remove artifacts or structure when visiting this 

site. Removing, defacing, displacing, or destroying artifacts or sites, is a crime. More 

information on Wisconsin's historic shipwrecks may be found by visiting Wisconsin's Great 

Lakes Shipwrecks website. 

The State Register is Wisconsin's official list of state properties determined to be significant to 

Wisconsin's heritage. The State Historic Preservation Office at the Wisconsin Historical Society 

administers both the State Register and National Register in Wisconsin. 

  

To learn more about the State and National Register programs in Wisconsin, 

visit www.wisconsinhistory.org. 

  

About Wisconsin Historical Society 

The Wisconsin Historical Society, founded in 1846, ranks as one of the largest, most active and 

most diversified state historical societies in the nation. As both a state agency and a private 

membership organization, its mission is to help people connect to the past by collecting, 

http://link.email.dynect.net/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=WAA0HYy4enWklLGLVOCoftvRiKxkwcx7028A%2BNZlWSzSEaUD3cyAX%2FeQw6RBwT9ErFxkAVLLqL0MyRlOqHk%2Bb5PPt4%2F7e2%2Bd6Vin%2FM6MJQHTNlGNOjiknayBAuIAq5oH&G=0&R=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wisconsinhistory.org&I=20180221173815.000001248c86%40mail6-33-usnbn1&X=MHwxMDQ2NzU4OjVhOGRhZTgxMjQ4NDY4MTZmODE2MWVhOTs%3D&S=pBQ5bhKchwJh0Lob-ic2e8U9-KVSdLWz5Ui_q-_TShM


preserving and sharing stories. The Wisconsin Historical Society serves millions of people every 

year through a wide range of sites, programs and services. For more information, visit 

wisconsinhistory.org. 
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