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Care coordination bill passes the Assembly with bipartisan support 

Improving patient access, achieving better patient outcomes, and offering affordable healthcare 

 

 

Madison, Wis. – The Wisconsin State Assembly passed 2017 Assembly Bill 871 today on a bipartisan vote. 

Representatives Jesse Rodriguez and Joe Sanfelippo introduced AB 871 after seeing the overwhelming success 

of intensive care coordination programs at local Milwaukee-area healthcare systems Ascension St. Joseph, as 

well as Aurora Sinai and St. Luke’s.  

 

AB 871 creates a pilot program encouraging healthcare systems and hospitals throughout Wisconsin to develop 

innovative intensive care coordination programs of their own. These care coordination programs help address 

the growing problem of individuals turning to emergency departments for their primary care. In 2016 alone, 

10,000 Wisconsin Medicaid patients visited an emergency department seven or more times, costing the state 

over $50 million annually. As over 47% of these visits were for non-emergent issues, care coordination 

programs follow-up with patients to address their unique needs. Through simple practices like helping patients 

schedule appointments, arranging child care, or providing transportation, care coordination programs get 

patients the care they really need.  

 

Data from the Wisconsin Hospital Association, the Milwaukee Health Care Partnership, Aurora Health Care, 

and Ascension Wisconsin demonstrates a substantial reduction in emergency department visits when providers 

implement a care coordination program. Aurora saw a 44% reduction in emergency room visits after 6 months, 

and a 77% reduction after 12 months. In 2015-2016, that translated into an average decrease of $33,796 per 

patient. 

 

“After seeing the great results some of our healthcare providers are producing with their care coordination 

programs, it makes sense to incentivize use of that model throughout the entire state. Rep. Rodriguez and I are 

extremely excited by the promise that care coordination brings to healthcare. These programs give patients 

much better quality of care at much lower costs. This is a win-win for Wisconsin,” Sanfelippo said. 

 

Assembly Bill 871 will now move on to the Senate where Senator Alberta Darling is the lead author, and is 

joined by 4 Republican and 4 Democrat co-authors. 

 

### 

 

The 15th Assembly District includes most of West Allis and the Northern half of New Berlin. 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2017/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab871
https://maps.legis.wisconsin.gov/?asm=15&single=y

