
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
February 20, 2015 
 
 
 
Joel Rogers, Director 
Center on Wisconsin Strategy 
University of Wisconsin 
7122 Social Science Building 
1180 Observatory Drive 
Madison, WI 53706 
 
 
Dear Mr. Rogers, 
 
Recent media reports have tied the Center on Wisconsin Strategies (COWS), and its employees, 
with Oregon’s former Governor John Kitzhaber and his fiancé Cynthia Hayes. I’m sure you are 
aware of the allegations that Ms. Hayes improperly used her access to the Governor to 
influence state policy and benefit financially. These allegations subsequently led to a criminal 
investigation, and the resignation of Oregon’s Governor. I write today with hopes that you may 
clear up some questions I have about your organization and its ties to Ms. Hayes.  
 
In articles from Oregonlive, it is claimed that COWS and the Center for State Innovation (CSI) 
supported a project “…intended to align climate and energy policies in Oregon, California, and 
Washington,” that Ms. Hayes was raising money for. I believe the official title was the Clean 
Economy Acceleration Program. The article also claims that COWS did not fund any of Ms. 
Hayes salary, but was involved in providing support to secure funding for this project. It was 
also mentioned that a COWS staff member admitted Hayes’ role as Oregon’s first lady 
influenced your center’s decision to work on this project. Since COWS is a part of UW-Madison, 
and utilizes University resources, will you please answer the following questions:  
 

 Did COWS pay any portion of Ms. Hayes salary? 

 Did COWS pledge any money to fund this program? 

 What is meant when the article says COWS provided technical support? 

 Finally, is COWS or any of its employees involved in additional projects that included Ms. 

Hayes? 



I know COWS understands the fiduciary duty that I hold as a State Senator to the taxpayers of 
the state of Wisconsin. Your prompt and full response to the questions I have posed will be 
greatly appreciated. Any other relevant information you may have concerning COWS 
involvement in the Cynthia Hayes scandal would also be greatly appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Tom Tiffany 
Wisconsin State Senator 
12th Senate District 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
cc:  Mr. Ray Cross, President UW System 
       Ms. Rebecca Blank, Chancellor UW-Madison 
 

 

 

 

 


