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Students Call for Gun Safety Measures 

Assembly Democrats Urge Action 
 

MADISON – Today, a group of high school students joined Assembly Democrats in calling on 

legislative leaders to take action and pass gun safety measures to protect students. Earlier today, 

Assembly Democrats delivered a letter calling on Governor Walker, Majority Leader Fitzgerald, 

and Speaker Vos to advance common sense gun safety legislation that has been sitting in 

Republican committees all session. 

 

On February 14th, a 19-year-old entered a Florida high school with a semiautomatic AR-15 and 

killed 17 people, many of them students. This was the eighth school shooting to have resulted in 

death or injury during the first seven weeks of 2018. Additionally, with this most recent school 

shooting, three of the 10 deadliest mass shootings in modern history have taken place in the last 

five months.   

 

“How do you expect students to be successful when kids have to worry about themselves, their 

friends, and their teachers being shot?” said Lydia Hester, a high school sophomore. “Since 

kindergarten I have been learning how to sit under a desk and be silent so that a shooter doesn’t 

hurt us. This is not something that a five-year-old should have to think about.” 

 

“My family owns guns for hunting, but I am absolutely in favor of gun safety measures because I 

was raised to believe that if you cannot use a gun ethically and safely, you should not use it at 

all,” said Anne Motoviloff, a high school junior. “However, this belief does not seem to be 

shared by our government. The reforms we are advocating for are not aimed at taking away 

rights, but ensuring that every Wisconsinite is not forced to live with the fear of the occurrence 

of a shooting in their community.” 

 

Assembly Democrats sent a letter to Governor Walker, Majority Leader Fitzgerald, and Speaker 

Vos asking that they act on three common sense gun safety measures that have languished in 

committee for months: 

 

 Assembly Bill 65/Senate Bill 34: Institutes universal background checks 

 Assembly Bill 597/Senate Bill 563: Prohibits individuals convicted of a domestic 

violence misdemeanor from possessing a firearm 

 Assembly Bill 616: Prohibits the sale, manufacture, transfer, use or possession of bump 

stocks 
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https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2017/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab65
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2017/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab597
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2017/proposals/reg/asm/bill/ab616

