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Students from Milwaukee Bay View’s ProStart Culinary Program Help 

State Capitol Celebrate Black History Month 
 

MADISON – In honor of Black History Month and the many extraordinary contributions of people of color in the state of 

Wisconsin, members of the Wisconsin State Legislature’s Black & Latino Caucus are hosting a reception in the State 

Capitol highlighting Milwaukee food and the next generation of aspiring young chefs. 

 

Chefs from Milwaukee Kitchen Cabinet restaurants– Milwaukee’s Point Burger Bar, Calderone Club, ChopHouse, and 

BelAir Cantina – will be assisted by students from Milwaukee Bay View High School’s ProStart Culinary Program, led 

by the executive chef of SURG Restaurant Group Jarvis Williams. 
 
“I am thrilled to be able to share some of Milwaukee’s best food with our friends in Madison, to celebrate Black History 

Month, and to showcase some of the great work being done in Milwaukee schools,” said State Senator LaTonya Johnson 

(D-Milwaukee). “Milwaukee is lucky to have so many passionate restauranteurs who believe in giving back. The ProStart 

Culinary Program is a prime example of a successful public-private partnership that helps to inspire our youth, teach them 

valuable skills, and build up our community.” 

 
# # # 

About the Milwaukee Kitchen Cabinet 

The Milwaukee Kitchen Cabinet is part of a nationwide grassroots movement of restaurateurs committed to growing 

opportunity in our industry and strengthening the communities where we live and work. This initiative works closely with 

non-profit organizations and elected officials to ensure that restaurants remain cornerstones in our neighborhood and 

continue to create opportunities for all Americans. The Milwaukee Kitchen Cabinet is a partnership program between the 

Wisconsin Restaurant Association and the National Restaurant Association. 

 

About MPS’ ProStart Culinary Program 
ProStart is a national program supported by the National Restaurant Association and Wisconsin Restaurant Association in 

which students engage in a two-year workforce development program that is widely recognized as one of the most 

effective, industry-supported, career technical education programs in the nation, empowering students to achieve long-

term, successful careers in the restaurant and foodservice sector. Currently, in four MPS schools, Joe and Jennifer 

Bartolotta from Bartolotta Restaurant Group partnered with MPS to build a ProStart model tailored to Milwaukee 

students. Students who participate in the two-year program will possess the skills necessary (including ServeSafe 

certification) to be considered for a paid work experience in their junior or senior year, and for employment by the 

hospitality industry in Milwaukee upon completion of their senior year. 

 

 

 

 


