
 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
February 19, 2020 
 

Contact:  Chris “Desi” Arenz 
                Executive Director 
                (608) 287-6208 
 

F-35 Beddown Process Continues to Move Forward 
Air National Guard Bureau Posts Final EIS 

 
MADISON – The United States Air Force has posted the Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
for the Air National Guard F-35A Operational Beddown on its website http://www.angf35eis.com. This 
is the final step in a lengthy process for selecting the 115th Fighter Wing as the next location for an F-35 
mission.  
 
The Secretary of the United States Air Force will sign the Record of Decision, following a 30-day waiting 
period, no sooner than March 30th. 
 
In the Final EIS, the 115th Fighter Wing remains the preferred alternative for the 5th Operational 
Beddown and the 187th Fighter Wing in Montgomery, Alabama is the preferred alternative for the 6th 
Operational Beddown. 
 
In response to the release, Chairman of the Badger Air Community Council (BACC) Board of Directors 
Marvin Siegert released the following statement: 
 

“We are excited that our friends and neighbors who serve in the Wisconsin Air National Guard 
are one step closer to receiving this mission and carrying on the 72-year legacy of the 115th 
Fighter Wing in Madison. We are also very grateful for the overwhelming community 
engagement and support in this very lengthy process.”  

 
Over 4,500 individuals have registered their support on the Together Truax website. There has been 
overwhelming and broad bipartisan support from the members of Wisconsin’s congressional delegation, 
Wisconsin’s State Legislature and local leaders. The Wisconsin State Legislature adopted a resolution 
(2019 Senate Joint Resolution 69) with near unanimous support, 119 in support-10 opposed. The Dane 
County communities surrounding the flight path; the City of Sun Prairie and villages of Windsor, 
DeForest and Waunakee all passed unanimous resolutions in support of the 115th Fighter Wing and their 
selection for the F-35 mission. The community newspaper of record, the Wisconsin State Journal, has 
editorialized in support, as have other editors and columnists. And the 115th Fighter Wing has the 
overwhelming support of the community’s business and civic leaders. 
 
The F-35 mission would maintain and enhance the economic impact of the 115th Fighter Wing by 
continuing its $100 million of economic output, 1,650 in-state jobs and creating 64 new jobs. The F-35 
mission would also provide up to $120 million in improvements to the Dane County Regional Airport 
and create hundreds of construction jobs. 
 
Executive Director of the BACC, and former pilot at the 115th Fighter Wing, Chris “Desi” Arenz 
released the following statement: 

http://togethertruax.com/115th-support#sthash.63xGMylC.pz2GbuZW.dpbs
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/related/enrolled/sjr69
https://files.constantcontact.com/7115e098001/00c681db-4f2c-4863-b2aa-2f86a46d7c80.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/7115e098001/6b495134-cc83-44e8-aa65-fff36516740d.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/7115e098001/9b7c165c-18bb-4c44-9c05-4f9a303d155e.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/7115e098001/9bcd1542-a80e-41a8-8d74-f7631e41708a.pdf
https://madison.com/wsj/opinion/editorial/f--experience-in-madison-will-be-similar-to-f/article_fa58d54e-1261-54c4-9f78-809867c1ee66.html?fbclid=IwAR3cQZUdMOi1LqXLn_9LmuXQDOEpIi-OUu4vVEA9LpG_0YA8jrHhE3XN9kI
https://madison.com/ct/opinion/column/jessie-opoien-the-air-force-s-f--s-will/article_5bfd9c12-c263-550b-8b8f-759c4506bfb9.html
https://www.channel3000.com/news/opinion/editorials/editorial-f-35-passes-big-test/1105137464


 

 
“The purpose of the EIS is to identify the maximum potential for changes in impact because 
of the new mission. Now that the EIS is finalized, and once the Record of Decision is signed, 
work will begin between the Fighter Wing, our federal, state and local government partners 
and the community to address and mitigate any potential impacts. 
 
The 115th Fighter Wing has a 72-year history of being an active outstanding community 
partner, and we look forward to continuing this partnership into the future with the new 
mission.” 

 
Included in the newly released Final EIS and attached documents are a few new points of note: 
 
Nuclear capability; 
The F-35A Block 3F aircraft is not “nuclear-capable”; therefore, the F-35A aircraft that would be 
based at any of these five alternative locations would not have the hardware necessary for a nuclear 
mission.  There are no plans to add the hardware necessary to make these F-35A aircraft nuclear-
capable at this time.  Only units with a nuclear mission are provided the hardware necessary to carry 
nuclear weapons; therefore, because none of these five alternatives have a nuclear mission, should 
any of the aircraft associated with this F-35A beddown ever be fitted with Block 4 upgrades, they still 
would not be nuclear-capable. (Page ES-15, Final EIS Executive Summary) 
 
Noise levels driven by number flights; 
In a letter to US Senator Tammy Baldwin, Acting Secretary of the Air Force Matthew P. Donovan 
answers a series of questions from Senator Baldwin that explains that the impact the number of 
flights has on the noise contours. Because the EIS conservatively estimates 100% of initial flights will 
take place from Truax it increases the proposed noise impacts. However, they note the actual flight 
operations, when the pilots are certified, should be very similar to historic operations, shrinking back 
the noise contours. (Volume 2 of Final EIS; Appendix A pages 271-272) 
 
For additional information please visit the Together Truax website www.togethertruax.com to learn 
more about the community support for the mission. To learn more about the Badger Air Community 
Council please visit www.badgerair.org. 
 
 
About the BACC: 
The Badger Air Community Council (BACC) was formed in 2012 by former members of the 115th Fighter Wing and business and civic 
leaders, to act as a liaison organization between the community and the Fighter Wing. The BACC supports the mission of the 115th 
Fighter Wing by educating the public on the economic and social benefits of having the unit based in Madison while highlighting the 
contributions made by the more than 1,200 Airmen who serve there. 
 
About Together Truax: 
Launched in June 2016 by the Greater Madison Chamber of Commerce, in partnership with the Badger Air Community Council, 
Together Truax is a program dedicated to assisting the effort to base the F-35A aircraft at Madison’s Truax Field. The initiative has 
included education, advocacy, marketing and lobbying and enlisting more than 3,500 supporters. More information can be found at 
togethertruax.com. 
 
 
 

http://www.togethertruax.com
http://www.badgerair.org


United States Air Force F-35A Operational Beddown - Air National Guard Environmental Impact Statement 

Final – February 2020 

ES-15 

primarily employ air-to-ground ordnance and conduct strafing at the following approved ranges: 

the 115 FW at the Hardwood Range; the 124 FW at the Saylor Creek and Juniper Butte Ranges; 

the 125 FW at Townsend Bombing Range; the 127 WG at Grayling Range; and the 187 FW at 

Camp Shelby.   

The F-35A Block 3F aircraft is not “nuclear-capable”; therefore, the F-35A aircraft that would be 

based at any of these five alternative locations would not have the hardware necessary for a nuclear 

mission.  There are no plans to add the hardware necessary to make these F-35A aircraft nuclear-

capable at this time.  Only units with a nuclear mission are provided the hardware necessary to 

carry nuclear weapons; therefore, because none of these five alternatives have a nuclear mission, 

should any of the aircraft associated with this F-35A beddown ever be fitted with Block 4 upgrades, 

they still would not be nuclear-capable. 

Identification of the Preferred Alternatives 

Based on an evaluation of operational parameters, the Secretary of the Air Force has identified the 

115 FW in Madison, Wisconsin as the preferred alternative for the 5th Operational Beddown, and 

the 187 FW in Montgomery, Alabama as the preferred alternative for the 6th Operational Beddown.  

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 

Comparing and differentiating among alternatives comprises a fundamental premise of NEPA. 

For the basing alternatives and scenarios identified for this Proposed Action, summaries and 

comparisons of consequences are presented in Table ES-2. 
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CONGRESSIONAL: ASECAF Letter from Senator Baldwin re: Ops 5 & 6 Draft EIS – 
Truax, Madison, Wisconsin 
 

NOISE: 
Q1: “What Percentage of All F-35A air operations for the 115th take place at Truax?” 
 A1: The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) used 100% of home station air 

operations to provide a conservative estimate for the initial F-35 qualification training 
required for 115 FW pilots.  After 115 FW pilots are qualified in the F-35, which is 
expected to take several years, and begin deployments and off-station training, air 
operations are expected to be reduced to a level closer to historical home station operations. 
– see Draft EIS on Section WI2.1.2 Page WI-3. 
  

Q2: “If the assessment accounted for 80% home station training in line with historical data, 
would that reduce the amount of people affected by noise?” 

 A2: The Draft EIS did not assess noise profiles assuming 80% home station operations in 
order to provide a conservative estimate for the initial F-35 potential impacts.  After 115 FW 
pilots are qualified in the F-35, and begin deployments and off-station training, air 
operations are expected to reduce to historical home station operations and could have an 
associated reduction in noise. 
 

Q3: “How will air operations and associated impacts change over time?” 
A3:  The change over time is not currently known. However, there is an expectation that 
operations may be reduced once pilots are qualified which could result in a rate of home 
station operations closer to historical levels.  

 
Q4: “When will there be an increase of noise interference, above current missions, that may 

impact school operations from continuing without interference?” 
A4:  The Air Force expects the noise to be at its greatest once the full complement of F-35s 
have been based and are fully operational. As discussed in the Draft EIS (See Section 
WI3.1.1.2 pg WI-33) under the Proposed Action, four school Points of Interest (POI) would 
experience increases of 1 to 2 dB Equivalent Noise Level (Leq).  One school POI would 
have no change, and one school POI would have a decrease of 2 dB Equivalent Noise Level 
(Leq).  However, approximately 80% to 90% of the interfering events under the Proposed 
Action would continue to be caused by civil operations. The number of interfering events 
per hour would remain similar to the affected environment except Lake View Elementary 
and the Richardson school that would experience one additional event per average hour. 
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