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Legislators Hail Passage of Bills to Bring 

Hit and Run Perpetrators to Justice 
Bi-partisan measures head to Senate 

 

Madison, WI . . . State Representatives André Jacque (R- De Pere) and Scott Krug (R – Rome) 

applauded the passage earlier today of bills they have authored to give justice for victims and hold Hit-

and-Run drivers accountable for their actions. 

 

AB 201 closes a glaring loophole Wisconsin’s hit-and-run statutes by adding clarifying language similar 

to Minnesota’s reform, passed last legislative session with nearly unanimous bi-partisan 

support.  Convictions for vehicular homicide charges have been overturned in both Wisconsin and 

Minnesota due to higher court rulings that existing statute only required a driver to stop and stay at the 

scene of an accident if it can be proven that they knew they hit a person or vehicle. As a result, 

defendants have frequently claimed that they were either asleep at the wheel, driving inattentively or 

drunk as a result of voluntary intoxification and therefore unable to determine exactly what they 

hit.  This was the case with the 2011 hit and run death of John “Mingo” Kennedy, a wheelchair-bound 

young man from Green Bay, and the impetus for this legislation.   

 

This bill requires that an operator of a vehicle involved in an accident must reasonably investigate what 

was struck and, if he or she knows or has reason to know that the accident resulted in personal injury or 

vehicle damage, must stop at the scene of the accident and provide the information and assistance 

already required in Wisconsin’s hit and run statute.  AB 201 passed on a voice vote. 

 

The second bill, AB35, the Yellow Alert, passed the assembly today with overwhelming bipartisan 

support. The Yellow Alert will create an alert system, similar to the Amber Alert, which will work to 

spread information about hit and run incidents in order to increase the likelihood of making an arrest. A 

yellow alert would be sent in a case where a person has been killed or suffered great bodily harm, 

additional information is available about the incident that could identify the person or vehicle involved, 

and sending an alert could help avert further harm or aid in apprehending the person involved. Alert 

systems like this have been implemented in other states and have been very successful, using technology 

already available to us. 

 

“Just over twenty years ago, a small community in Wood County was shocked by the hit and run death 

of a young girl simply riding her bike near her home,” said Rep. Krug. “The cowardly perpetrator in that 

crime was never caught. It is my hope today that with this Yellow Alert, we can help protect innocent 

victims from cowardly acts in the future.” 

 

“Both of these common sense measures will increase the likelihood that those who bring harm to our 

communities are brought to justice while helping to keep those who cause accidents from fleeing the 

scene in the future.  I look forward to prompt Senate consideration of these bills,” concluded Rep. 

Jacque. 
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