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Assembly Republicans Earn “F” on College Affordability Package 
 

MADISON-During Tuesday’s session, Assembly Republicans passed Assembly Bills 739, 740, 741, 742, 743, 

and 744. This package of bills, cleverly disguised as a college affordability package, does little to help what has 

become a very serious problem in Wisconsin and throughout the United States. This package of bills was passed 

on what will likely be one of the last official business days in the Assembly. Representative Dana Wachs (D-

Eau Claire), the ranking Democratic member of the Assembly Committee on Colleges and Universities, 

expressed his disappointment over what is ultimately an empty gesture aimed at generating campaign support 

for Republicans in the fall election. 

“The Assembly Republicans really earned a failing grade tonight,” said Wachs. “Wisconsin citizens know that 

the Republican college affordability package is a thinly-veiled attempt in an election year to curry favor. I 

would have hoped that at a time when the disastrous effects of the Walker economic policies are clearer than 

ever, the Republicans would have invested in higher education. Instead, they have passed a legislative package 

that only helps a small fraction of the students impacted by student loan debt in Wisconsin” 

Rep. Wachs and his Assembly Democratic colleagues offered a number of amendments to these bills both in 

committee and on the Assembly floor. These amendments, which were rejected by the Assembly Republicans, 

would have significantly improved these bills and created real relief for students, their families, and 

Wisconsin’s economic future. 

“This is a very disappointing way to wrap up our legislative calendar,” added Wachs. “In this session, once 

again, the Republicans had a chance to provide real, honest student loan debt relief by passing the “Higher Ed, 

Lower Debt” bill. This proposal would have made it easier for Wisconsinites to participate in our economy after 

they graduate by buying homes and new cars and by purchasing goods and services from Wisconsin businesses. 

Instead, Republicans chose to go for cheap political points and offer a legislative package that essentially does 

very little to help the hundreds of thousands of Wisconsinites who face student loan debt. Wisconsin citizens 

ought to know the truth about this legislation and demand more from their elected officials in the future.” 
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