
PRESS RELEASE for IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Ophelia King - WSCA 2021 Friend of School Counseling Award

Madison, WI - Ophelia King, Manager II School Counseling in the Department of College and Career
Readiness for Milwaukee Public Schools has been recognized for the 2021 Wisconsin School Counselor
Association’s Friend of School Counseling Award.

Ophelia’s  nomination included a multitude of examples on how she positively impacts the lives of the
students while supporting the school counseling programs within Milwaukee Public Schools. “Ms. King
diligently works to break down barriers for the students and families of Milwaukee Public Schools and the

Milwaukee community, in general. Addressing injustice and inequalities is Ophelia’s life mission.  Ms. King is commitmented to fully
implementing the ASCA Model in all 160 MPS schools. As part of this work, Ms. King has approached the Milwaukee Public School
Board and the Office of the Superintendent to seek additional funding for school counselors. From her efforts, 16 additional
counselors have been hired and assigned to MPS schools with the greatest needs.Ms. King continuously fights to ensure school
counselors have a seat at the table when critical conversations occur. Students are her number one priority and having effective school
counseling services is in their best interests.”

Ms. King does not let budget cuts or logistical barriers get in the way of MPS students having access to opportunities to hope and
dream about their futures. She routinely engages with the community and business/industry raising hundreds of thousands of dollars as
well as in kind support to bring engaging and meaningful programs to MPS students. A recent highlight is the fund raising and
coordination of hundreds of counselors and community volunteers to bring the UNCF (United Negro College Fund) Empower Me
Tour (EMT) to Milwaukee. EMTprovides students access to a free, college- and career-readiness event — a national series established
to inspire and motivate high school students toward academic excellence, career success and personal responsibility. EMT provides
the opportunity for thousands of high school students to gain acceptance into undergraduate schools, earn scholarship funds and/or
secure jobs and internships on location. Participants attend a series of presentations, panels and interactive workshops offered through
two distinct tracks—a college-readiness program and a career-readiness program—to help them get successfully to and through
college and obtain meaningful employment thereafter.

Every February, the Wisconsin School Counselor Association recognizes individuals within the school counseling and educational
profession who demonstrate profound impact on the school counseling profession and lives of students. Nominations for the Friend of
School Counseling award are submitted to the Wisconsin School Counselor Association Professional Recognition & Scholarship
Committee and are rated by a committee of active and retired school counselors. Winners are determined based on their contributions
to school counseling programs, leadership, and service to their community. The organization selects one individual to receive this
award. This year, award winners were recognized on February 4, 2021 during WSCA’s National School Counseling Week “Virtual”
Breakfast Celebration.

About the Wisconsin School Counselor Association
School Counselors are essential to the lifelong learning and success of all students. Our vision is for Wisconsin to be the model for excellence
in equitable school counseling practice, exemplified by the advocacy, leadership, and expertise of the members of the WSCA. Focused on
providing quality professional development opportunities, supporting comprehensive school counseling programs, and giving one voice to
professional school counselors, WSCA is dedicated to empowering school counselors throughout the state. For additional information about
WSCA visit www.wscaweb.org
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Questions, please contact Stacy Eslick, WSCA Executive Director @ stacye@wscaweb.org
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