
 
 
 
 
 
Wauwatosa West student named 2021 Wisconsin Journalism Education Association Student Journalist of 
the Year.  
 
Wauwatosa West senior Sara Stanislawski has been recognized as the 2021 Wisconsin Journalist of the 
Year by the Wisconsin Journalism Education Association (JEA), a national journalism organization that 
supports and advocates for journalism teachers and students. 

 
Stanislawski was awarded a $1,000 scholarship provided by the Milwaukee Press Association and will 
now go on to compete against student journalists from the other 49 states.  
 
Stanislawski is a 4 year member of the Wauwatosa West extracurricular journalism program which 
publishes at www.thetosacompass.com She holds a position on the editorial leadership board. 
 
High school seniors with at least two years of experience in student media are eligible to submit an 
application to the Wisconsin JEA competition. The winner receives the Wisconsin Journalist of the Year 
title and will compete in the national Journalism Education Association Student Journalist of the Year 
competition to win $3,000. 
 
JEA Wisconsin state director Mathew Smith noted that,“Winning students should have strong experiences 
reporting, writing, photography, design, social media, video, leadership and law and ethics.”  
 
All students competing in the state or national contest are required to submit a detailed digital portfolio 
showcasing and reflecting on their work across 8 categories. Stanislawski’s digital portfolio is available 
here.  
 
Stanislawski has been a member of the Wauwatosa West Journalism program since enrolling in the 
English class Writing for Publication in 9th grade and since 10th grade has been a member of the staff 
leadership team in charge of running all aspects of the Wauwatosa West extra-curricular journalism 
program. ¨Being a member of the journalism program has been a crucial part of my high school 
experience. It is truly an honor to win the award and be able to represent Wauwatosa and the state of 
Wisconsin in the national competition.” said Stanislawski. 
 
Stanislawski has written and published numerous stories across all platforms and she is also responsible 
for ensuring content published on the web site is distributed across social media platforms.  
 
¨Journalism is essential to keeping communities informed and it has been empowering to be able to tell 
stories about and for students and my community as a student journalist,” said Stanislawski.. 
 

http://jea.org/wp/home/about-jea/
http://www.thetosacompass.com/
http://jea.org/wp/home/awards-honors/journalist-of-the-year/contest-requirements-guidelines-2/
https://sarastanislawski.wordpress.com/editing-leadership-and-team-building/


According to JEA Wisconsin state director Mathew Smith,¨We received submissions from 8 excellent 
high school seniors across the state, but [Sara's] stood out for her breadth of work, her passion and her 
obvious writing and leadership skills,¨ said Smith. ¨The work she put into leading the creation of The 
Tosa Compass was impressive, as was her determination to stay on top of breaking news in her 
community.¨ 
 
Smith noted that the effort Stanilawski puts into journalism is outstanding.¨It's particularly gratifying 
when we can recognize someone such as Sara, who has done so much impressive work in all areas.¨ 
 
In his letter of recommendation to the JEA Journalism Student of the Year committee, Wauwatosa 
journalism faculty advisor and Wauwatosa West teacher Christopher Lazarski, recognized Stanislawski as 
a journalist of many talents. “Sara does it all – she leads, organizes and coordinates the staff, she brings 
new people to the program, she mentors and encourages new and seasoned members, she maintains the 
web site, she schedules web articles, she writes short spot news stories, she writes long in-depth 
investigative reports, she makes videos, she takes pictures, she submits open records requests for larger 
investigative news stories, she tells engaging stories about the people in our school, our school district and 
our school community using the most appropriate media,¨ he said. ¨ Sara has advanced skill levels in 
every area of journalism.¨ 
 
TMJ4 broadcast director and vetran sports reporter Jessica Garcia has worked with Stanislawski 
numerous times over the course of two years when The Tosa Compass teamed up with TMJ4 for news 
literacy week to produce a video. ¨Sara's talent and skills helped us to show viewers what it takes to create 
a television news story. In addition, she was pleasant to work with, always hit her deadlines and took 
feedback really well. In short, she was a model student, and we were thrilled to have her on our team,¨ 
Garcia said. ¨Sara Stanislawksi is a very deserving winner of this award.¨ 
 
Stanislawski is the first Wauwatosa student to win this award and will represent Wauwatosa West and 
Wisconsin in the nationwide contest on March 15th.  
 
Press release written by freshman Evelyn Skyberg Greer (Tosa West) 
Email skyberev2024@wauwatosa.k12.wi.us  
 
Sara Stanislawski  (Tosa West)  
Email: stanissa2021@wauwatosa.k12.wi.us 
 
Christopher Lazarski (West Adviser) 
Email: lazarsch@wauwatosa.k12.wi.us       Phone: 414-773-3123 
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