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Assembly Majority Leader Optimistic on Foxconn,  

Fall Election Prospects For GOP 
Kaukauna Republican State Representative Jim Steineke Says Trump and the State of the 

Economy will Help His Party’s November Showing 
 
Madison, WI – Republican Assembly Majority Leader Jim Steineke (R-Kaukauna), a 
frequent critic of President Donald Trump, believes  the President and his economic track 
record will be an overall net-positive for down ballot Republicans in Wisconsin this fall. 
 
“Well, if I'm running Trump's campaign in Wisconsin, I basically focus on the economy, 
the stock market, how well everybody seems to be doing,” said Steineke. “I think in 
general, people in the state are feeling pretty good about there. Their financial, their 
economic position, that's those are the kind of things I focus on.”  
 
Steineke made his comments on the latest episode of the Win2020 with McCoshen and 
Ross podcast. He said the fact that he has not faced an electoral backlash over his critical 
view of some of the President’s actions and social media commentary. 
 
“I really push back against this idea that we seem to have in our culture now where 
you're either 100% with us or you're 100% against us.” said Steineke. “I felt the same 
way about President Obama, frankly. I mean, he did some good things that I agreed 
with. He did a lot of things that I didn't agree with. I think that's one of the things that's 
really damaging to our culture here in the country is that if you dissect somehow 
disagree with the president of the country, that happens to be your party. All of a 
sudden, you're some kind of a trader to your principles.” 
 
Steineke said the struggles with family farms predates any trade issues pushed by the 
Trump Administration. Moreover,  rural Wisconsin is poised to benefit from the USMCA 
and that overall, President Trump’s support in rural Wisconsin is actually stronger now 
than in 2016. 
 
“If you look at the data coming out, the country as a whole the economy is doing better, 
but its lifting all boats.” said Steineke. “It’s a more complicated issue than just looking at 
trade deals.” 
 
Assembly Republicans have openly announced their pursuit of a veto-proof majority 
Steineke says while they relish the opportunity to have the Democratic nominee be out of 
the mainstream, Assembly GOP candidates are ready no matter who is on the top of the 
Dems’ ticket. 
 
“I think the more extreme the nominee is on the Democratic side, the more it's going to 
help us ,” Steineke said. “The demographics in this state just work to our favor, so I 
expect that we're gonna be on offense no matter who the nominee is.” 
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ADD ONE 
 
 
During his discussion with McCoshen and Ross, Steineke also touches on the controversial Foxconn project, Lt. 
Governor Mandela Barnes, which races the Assembly Republicans will be targeting this fall, and more. To hear 
the full episode, including more about the Republican’s grassroots efforts at the local level in Wisconsin,    click 
here or visit WIN2020wi.com. 
 

 
With 50 years of political experience in campaigns, government and advocacy between them, Bill McCoshen and 
Scot Ross have been teaming up on political punditry for years on NBC 15 in Madison’s “Unspun” segment with 
Leigh Mills, winning the 2018 Wisconsin Broadcasters Association Best Editorial/Commentary award, as well as 
Wisconsin Public Television’s “Here and Now” with Frederica Freyberg and the statewide “Capital City Sunday” 
show with Emilee Fannon. 
 
Bill McCoshen managed Tommy Thompson’s landslide third gubernatorial victory in 1994 making Tommy the 
first, and only, gubernatorial candidate ever elected to a third four-year term in Wisconsin. McCoshen also served 
as Communications Director on Tommy’s successful 1990 reelection campaign.  McCoshen has served as an 
unpaid advisor to many other successful statewide campaigns including: JB Van Hollen (‘02/06), Scott Walker 
(‘10/’12), Ron Johnson (‘10/’16) and Brad Schimel 2010.  He’s also advised on a few unsuccessful statewide 
campaigns, too!  McCoshen is regularly sought out for commentary on Wisconsin politics by state and national 
news outlets.  
 
Scot Ross has served as a communications director at various levels of state and federal government and on a 
variety of political campaigns, including the first woman to run for governor in Wisconsin history and the first 
woman elected Attorney General. He also served as the research director for America Coming Together in 
Washington, DC in 2004. Over a dozen years, Ross led One Wisconsin Now, building it from a 2,000-person email 
list into the most quoted progressive organization in Wisconsin supporters. Ross is a regular guest on MSNBC, 
occasional guest on Fox News and One Wisconsin Now been quoted in media across the state and the nation. 
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